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you kindly give me your version of the

situation. Awaiting an early reply, I am

sincerely yours, Frank J. Cheney.
As Mr, Lovekin bas said, on the face of
it that statement is perfectly reasonable.
But parallel with it was published an ex-
tract from a speech delivered before the
Proprietary Association of America—the
owners and manufacturers of proprietary
medicines—by the same Mr., Cheney—

We have had a good deal of difficuliy
in the last few years with different legis-
latures of the different States. I believe
1 have a plan whereby we will have no
difficulty whatever with these people.
I have used it in my business for two
years, and I know it is a practieal thing.
I, inside of the last two years, have
made confraets with between fifteen and
sixteen thousand newspapers, and never
bad but one man refuse to sign the con-
trnet, und by saying to him that I could
net sign a contract without this elause
in it he readily signed it. My poini is
merely to shift the responsibility. We
to-day have the responsibility of the
wiole matter upun our shoulders. ...
There has been vonstant fear that some-
thing would come up, so I bad this
clause in my contract added. This is
what I have in every contract X make:
“‘It is hereby agreed that should your
State, or the United States Government,
pass any law that would interfere with
or restrict the sale of proprietary medi-
eines, this eoutract shall become void.”’
In the State of Illincis a few years ago
they wanted to assess me three hundred
dollars, | thought I had a better plan
than this, sa | wrote to about forty
papers, and merely said: ‘‘Please look
at your contract with me and take note
that if this law passes you and I must
stop doing business, and my contracts
cease.'’ The next week every one of
tiem had an article. I have carried this
through and know it is a success. T
know the papers will accept it, Herc is
a thing that costs us nothing. We are
guaranteed against the 75,000 dollars
Inss for nothing. It throws the responsi-
bility on the newspapers. 1 have my
contracts printed and T have this
printed in red type, right square aeross
the econtract, so there can be absolutely
no mistake, and the newspaper man can
not say to me, ‘‘I did not see it.”’ He
did see it and knows what he is doing.
It seems to me it i3 a point worth every
man’s attention. I think this is pretty
near a sure thing,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tf anyone wrote a
letter to the papers here on those lines, I
know what the reply would be from every
paper in the State.

Hon. H. SEDDON: T do not doubt 't
and that is why I took the opportunity of
following the Leader of the House, in
order that other members might give us
their version of the condition of thinga in
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this State. However,I have only described
what has oceurred in Ameriea,

Hon. A. Lovekin: We are noet in
America.

Hon. H, S8EDDON: Ameriea is a very
big eountry, and this evil has existed there
widely,

Hon. A. Lovekin: America is noted fot
graft.

Hon. H. SBEDDOX: I would not be doing
my duty as a member of this House if I
did nol state svhat has cceurred elsewhare
in order that we may have the matter
clearly and satisfactorily dealt with so
far as Western Australia is concerned.
Having read out those extracts and
pointed out the evils and dangers existing
in other countries, I will close by saying
that T consider the besat interests of our
people will be served by dealing as indi-
cated with the proprietary medicine com-
panies, and making them print on their
hottles and packages exactly what is con-
tained in them. 1f any of those pro-
prietary remedies are of real benefit, the
makers of them can take advantage of
the patent laws to secure protection for
what they are manufacturing. In my
opinion the best interests of the people
of this State will be served by the main-
tenance of the regumlation, and therefore I
oppose the motion.

On metion by Hon, A, Lovekin, debate
adjourned.

Honse wdjourned at 8.45 p.m,

Aegisiative HAssembly,

Wednesday, 24th Septembor, 10214,

Pag®
Sctect Committee, Metropolitan Markets, exten-
lon of 6me e e e e 963
%enve of sahsg:]eeoo‘.i..dm... . gg
apers ;  Sandalw n,
Bills: Jury Act Amendmenf, . . OGB
Bunbury Road District Bates Valldation, SB.
Trade Unlons Act Amendment, 1R.... . 068
Motions: Radlographer, ¢om tion ... ... 963

Revepue, protecting the Statee” Interesta ... 070
Grouglg;tﬂement. Personnel of Boyat Com-

The SPEAXER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,



068

SELECT COMMITTEE, METROPOLI-
TAN MARKETS.

Extension of Time,

On motion by Mr. Mann, the time for
bringing up the select committes’s report
was extended for one month.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On meotion by Mr. Richardson, leave of
shsenee for two weeks granted to Mr.
€, C. Maley (Irwin) on the ground of
urgent private business.

PAPERS—SANDALWOOD DEALING.

On motion by Mr. Panton ordered: That
all papers in connection with the purchase
and selling of sandalwood wunder the
present agreement and previous thersto
be laid on the Table of the House.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Jury Act Amendment.
2, Bunbury Road District Rates Valida-
tion,
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILI~-TRADE UNIONS ACT AMEND.
MENT.

Received from the Council and read a
first time.

MOTION—RADIOGRAPHER, COM-
PENSATION.

Hon. W. D.
[4.38]): T move—

That in the epinion of this House it is
desirable that a special allowance should
be made to Mr. W. J. Hancocl, lute Govy-
ernment electrical cnginecr, to compensate
him for loss and suffering endured through
lis howorary work ag radiographer at the
Perth and Base Hospilals.

JOHNSON (Guildford)

I «do this largely because T was assoeiated
with Mr. Hancock many years ago. I be-
eame Minister for Works in 1904, just at
the time when Mr. Hancock was beginning
to develop what might be ecalled the
discase that bas mow increased to such
an extent that he i3 totally inecapaci-
tated and is Jerpetrally suffering as the
result of his work with the X-rays at the
Perth Hospital. Mr. Hancock has been a
public servant of Western Awustralin for
36 years. He came to this State as an
Imperial officer, and in his capacity as an
engineer was asgsociated with various
activities throughount the State until a
year or two ago.

Mr. George: He came to the Telephone
Department.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, a State
department at that time. About two
years ago he retired on a pension. I do
not propose to go into the question of the
peasion, for that is a separate matter; but
what I do desire the House to consider is
the fact that for 22 years Mr. Hancock
was honorary X.ray operator at the Perih
Hogpital. Tt was about 1595 that the
X-ray was first brought into public promin-
ence by, I think, Dr, Rontgen. In 1808
Mr. Haneock, who was a student of
electrical appliances, read of this dis-
covery and made representations to Lon-
don inquiring for particulars. In conse-
quence of what he learnt, he determined
to get an equipment for experimental pur-
poses on his own behalf, For a conside:-
able time he experimented at his own
workshop, where he discovered that it was
possible for him to use the ray for mediecal
purpeses, He was then invited by the
Medical Department to transfer his
apparatus and his activities to the medical
braneh, and was given a room in which
to continue his experiments. Subsequently
he was advised by the Medieal Deépart-
ment to transfer his activities to the Perth
Hospital where, ag I say, he operated the
X-ray for 22 years. In 1905 he was ap-
pointed honorary radiographer to the
Perth Public Hospital, and was re-
appointed every three vears after that in
the same capacity up to 1820. Between
1896 and 1920 he took frem 20,000 to
40,000 exposures. This shows it wae not
a kind of pastime with him, but an active
application of work in the interests of
medical seience. This work was recog-
nised as heing of practical assistance by
all those in anthority at the hospital, Dur-
ing this time he was using the originul
equipment he obtained from the Old Coua-
trv. He used this plant up to the time
he was appointe@ honorary radiographer.
Tt was firat installed in his workshop in
Murray-street. In 1906 bhe purchased a
more powerful coil and the latest type of
tube. On his advice when block B—that
ia one of the expansion blocks at the Perth
Public Hospital—was being designed he
himself designed a larger room capable of
providing better accommodation for him-
self and hig equipment.

Mr. George: What wasg his regular em-
plovment at that time?

Hon, W, D. JOEHNSON:
ernment Electrical Engineer. Al this ex-
tra work he did in his spare time. It was
started after 4.30 in the afterncon, and
continued very often till 8 o’clork and
10 o’clock at night. He did not allow it
to interfere with his erdinarvy ealling, but
spent his own time in earrving ocut this
practical and extensive medical work in
an honorary capacity, Tn 1913 he recom-
mendind that the hosnital hoard shou'd get
the latest tvpe of powerful X-rav plaot,
Others were experimenting throughout the
world. and Mr. Haneock put forward this
recommendation so as to keep abreast ot

He was Gov-
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the times. Tbe new plant arrived in 1914,
He just had it installed when it was eom-
mandeered by the military authorities.
He then had to fall back on his old plant
to enable him to coatinue his work, Dur-
ing the war he had an anxious time at the
Perth Hospital owing to the diffienlty of
obtaining equipment, fresh plates, and the
necessary chemicals to enable him to carry
on, After the Base Hospital at Fremantle
was established he was appointed honor-
ary radiographer there, and carried out a
great deal of work at that hospital, In
the early stages of the use of the X.ray
he took hig plant fo the country districts,
and visited such hospitals as Bunbury and
Kalgoorlie. He gave lectures to scientifie
societies in an endeavour to educate othars
t0 the advantages of the use of the X-ray
system of investigation. It was 1n 1803
after a few years of experimental work
that he discovered his hands were being
affected. Just about this time he came
under my notice as an X-ray experimenter,
I remember him coming to my office one
day, when I was Minister for Works, with
his fingers tied up. He told me he thought
the X-ray work was affecting his hands,
but was of opinion that the disease would
be econfined to his finger-nails, and there-
fore took very little notice of it. I ex-
pressed doubt ag to whether it was wise
for him to continue the work seeing that
it was obviously doing him harm, At that
time he had two fingers bandaged. That
convinced me he was taking a degree
of risk. Tn 1903, just after his appoint-
ment to the honorary hospital staff he took
his Jeave, and visited England and the
Continent. While there he devoted much
of hig time to inquiring into and examin-
ing X-ray work that was being earried on
in London and Paris. He also visited
many British hospitais in order to obtain
further information upon the work. He
attended lectures at the Liondon hospital,
and took the opportunity of consulting
leading experts concerning the affection to
big haands, this by now having spread to a
much greater extent. He discovered that
there was also a falling off in his peneral
health. He consulted the experts in Lon-
don as to the possibility of the injury
being permanent, and whether it would
endanger his life. He found he was not
alope in this form of suffering, and that
the early experimenters had been affected
in the same way. Some of these people
had had their fingers amputated, and
in once cage a man lost his hand. The
aame serious injury had been suffered by
them all. He was told that so far as
medical science could say there was no
remedy for the disease, and that it wng
brought about solely by the use of the X-
ray plant. He also found that although he
waa away for some time from the work the
disease waa by no means retarded, and that
there wonld he no advantage gained in giv-
ing nup the work on his return to Western
Australia. The more modern plants are
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fitted with protectors, and the operator runs
practically no risk.

Mr. Latham: None whatever.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: The early ex-
perimenters were not protected in this way,
but they took the risk that Mr. Hancock
took and suffered accordingly. Mr. Han-
cock's present position is that he is a total
physical wreck.

Mr. Taylor:
gether.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX: Yes, He ig con-
fined to his room, and is obliged to have a
nurse in constant attendance. A pension has
beeu granted to him by the State Govern-
meut, but he has not received all he thinka
he might have received. He wanted to get
his pension computed according to his total
length of service, and to have inecluded in
kig service that portion due to him as ap Im-
perial officer. The State Government could
not see their way to do that. He had four
years in the Imperial service, Both the Mit-
chell and the Collier Governments were sym-
pathetie with him to the extent that he has
heen given the pension that has been
granted to other civil servants, but he has
received no apecial consideration on account
of his Imperial service.

Mr. George: His pension was settled
about two years ago.

Hon, W. D. TOHNSON: Sinee then there
has been some further inguiry into it, and
he has received a slight increase. T raise no
objection concerning the pension although
I think there is a precedent, and he states
there is, for his desire is to have his Im-
perial service added to his State service.
That concessior might with full justice be
sranted to Mr. Haneock, because of his valu-
able services to Western Australia.

Mr. Georgz: It would not make much dif-
ference.

Hon, W. D. TOHNSOXN: I do not wish te
intreduce that subject into the debate. Sup-
pose he had arrived at the age of G0—he
was undcr 60—when he had served his term
as a public servant, anl had retired with
his full pension, he would, like any other
vivil servant, have expected to enjoy that
pension for many years, and that it would
be sufficient to enable him to mairntain him-
self and family. I think his pension is £360
a year. Qut of this, however, he has to pay
all his medical expenses. There is the ex-
peaditure of £4 4s, a week on a nurse, and
the cost of maintaining her. There are the
other expenses associated with the medical
and other attention he is Teceiving. I
understand the medical attention is given
largely in an honorary capacity by those who
were associated with him in his work at the
hospital. Members, however, must realise
that there ix a bhig drain upon his pension
bhecaus» of his enndition of health conse-
quent upon hig X-ray work. Had AMr. Han-
coek devoted his time and study to remuner-
ative instead of honorary work, he might
have buit np for hiwself a means of sup-
plementing his pension, and in his nld age

I think he is laid ep alto-
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could bave enjoyad not only the pension, but
the accumulated wealth he might have ob-
tained as a result of the fees he could have
received for his work. He did not, however,
choose to scll his services. Apgain, if Mr,
Hancock, on arriving at the age of 606, had
not suffered ns the rvsult of injuries sus-
tained doring his honorary work, he could
have devoted the practical knowledge he haa
gained in that honorary work at the Perth
Hospital to private vractice, and thus earned
something to supplement his pension.  Mr.
Hancock is comparatively a young man;
that is to eax, compared with other publie
servants who huve heen retired. Yot to-dav
we find him a physical wreck, a man whe
cannot leave hi~ reom. T couldl suy more,
I have discussed the cage with medical mien
of stunding, second te none in Western
Australia, and they declur definitely and
distinetly that the ailment from which Mr,
Haneock now suffers is direetly attributable
to his assoviation with the X-ray. They go
even further, but my tongne is Hed, and 1
cannot disclove the additional information.
But as one who has met M»r, Honeork re-
cently, and has known him for many years,
I can say that it is really pathetic to see
a man whe, a8 the result of honorary work,
has heeomr p phvsieal wreck, vompeiled to
remain there and aceept the adviee of his
physicians and his family, unable to do any-
thing for himuself. Therefore, I am nsking
the House tn give Mr. Hancock a speeinl al-

lowance. e lias done 22 vears of honorary
service. ITe has ciperimented with the X.

ray. He 'was the first to establish an X-ray
apparatus in Auvstralia. But he was not
purely an cxperimenter devoting some of his
spare time to the Perth Hospital. He gave
practieal application te his work, and did
aplendid service at the "hozpital in his spare
time. XNow his family are not sufficiently
provided for, hecause that which he did in
an honorary capacity has rendered his con-
dition such that a large pereentage of his
pension must be devoted to medical and
nursing care.

Mr. George: Thd he not get any recog-
nition «t all from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment ?

Hon, W, D, JOBNSON: No. 1 believe
that representations are being mades by the
Royal Society of Western Australia, and by
other sciemtific hodies throughout Awustra-
lia, to obtain for him some special eonsidera-
tion. Personally, T hold that in return for
the honorary work Mr. Hancock did at the
Base Hospital the Commonvealth should ex-
tend to him some consideration.

Mr. Taylor: We tried abroad, you know.
" Hen. W. D, JOHNSOX; I know that, and
I ¥now also that the hon. member served
on a committee in that vonneetion. Hope
has not yet been abandoned of ohtaininz
souwe revornition trom the scientifie socie-
ties in varigus parts of the world. In addi-
tion, representations are still being made to
the Commonwealth Government. But the
major portion of Mr. Hancock'’s work was
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applied to the relief of suffering in Western
Australia; it is here that he played his great
part, and that the actoal results of hig akill
and knowledge are to be seen. It is the
Perth Hospital that has got of his best, that
gecured the major part of his spare time,
Theretore I feel a great oblipation rests
on this State to extend to Mr. Hancock aome
consideration. It will have been noticed
that be was awarded the goll niedal of one
of the leading scientific bodivs of the world,
a branch of which is established in Western
Australia. His scientifie work has heen re-
cognrised by such societies up to the full
oxtent they ean recognise it.  They are mak-
ine representations in other quarters, and
now T want t¢ make rupresentations to this
House. T followed the man's work. In
the early stages of it T warned him. I saw
his work expand and grow, and to-day 1 see
him, as the result of his honourable service,
a complete phvsical wreek, He did the
work in a turely honorary capacity, and he
would have gone to his grave satisfied with
“is honorary work if his financial and family
virenmrstances permitted it. Even to-day he
ja not enthusiastic as to this appeal. How-
evor, we 8l have to recogmive that those
fependine on ns must reecive our speeial
congideration.  Mr. Hancoaek’s dependants
eonll have lived hapuily and comfortably
hadl it not heen for this work: but to-day
that which should he available for them has
fo he distributed amonget others, Aceord-
ingly, T make this appeal, feeling sure that
at least to the extent of the medical and
nursine skill he needs in his old age and
Aecropitude. his serviers will he recognised
Iv this Chamher.,

Mr. LATHAM:
motion.

An nrotion by Hon, S, W, Munsie, Honor-
ary Minisier, debate adjourned.

T heartily second the

MOTIOX —REVENUE,
Protecting the State’s Interests.

Hon, W. D. JOHXSOX (Guildford)
[5.9]: I mave—

Thet v the opinion of this Horse {1 18
wrgently weecessary that an organisation
showld be created to proteet the State’s
interests from a revenue point of view,

This is a dificult motion to move. When
one asks for the creation of an organisa-
tion to dAn a thing, it indicates there is
something that wants doing and that it is
not capable of being done by the person
who asks that it should he dove. If I were
to speak with general knowledge and give
the House definite data regarding the rev-
enue position of the Rtate, I would he told,
“*Why have somebody else tn do the work,
when vou ran do it?’" T ecaopnot do it. On
the other hand, if ane does not give a certain
amount of information when moving a mo-
tion of this nature, members ask, ‘Wh

move the motion! What is there in it? 1=
it worth while t~kine up the time of the



[24 SEPTEMBER, 1924.]

House with u question upon which you can-
not give detailed intormation?’’ Full in-
formation is not available to me, and yet
it is necessary to express some thoughts and
fears that will influence the Chamber to
take a serious view of a serious question.
I bave repeatediy given notice of this mo-
tion. OUn several occasions it has been dis-
charged from the Notice Paper, but only
to be replaced there. Once or twice the
discharge of the notice has been due to
my absence, but mostly it occurred because
I wanted certain returns, for use in making
my case. Unfortunately, however, for me,
although the House has consented to the re-
turns being produced, 1 have waited for
them wntil T at Jast find it essential to pro-
cecdd even without them. Consequently I
am not in possession of the main foundation
upon which to build my ease. I shall leave
it to hon. members to imagine, as my specch
proceeds, what the returns would disclose.
By means of those returns I wished to bring
to the notice of hon. members the enormous
grip that ontsiders have upon the mining
and commercial activities of Western Austra-
lia. I am of opinion that if we could eal-
culate that grip in pounds, shillings, aml
pence, it would explain the difference be-
tween profit and loss on our revenue ae-
count. In other words, I believe that if
the .domination of Eastern Australia over
the eommercial and mining life of this State
could he properly investigated and expressed
in pveuniary terms, there would follow the
disclosure that the amount which we have
lost and are losing wonld wipe out our de-
ficit and put us on the right side of the
ledger. Tt is because of this belief that I
have launched the motion. The wording
of the motion means nothing; it is purely
words. The objeet of the motion is the
main thing. T gimply say that an organisa-
tion ought to be created. T do not care
what is created, but T do hope to be able
to demonstrate that something is essentinl
in the interests of the State, if we are to
obtain for the State the full results whieh,
from a revenwe standpoint, are the State’s
due.

Mr. George:  This motion is directed
against the Federal Government, is it not?

Hon. W. I). JOHNSOX: No, T will deal
with the snbject if members will let me go
my own way. Within the next few days, or
possibly weeks, we shall have the Budget
delivered; and in that Budget the Tvreas-
urer will give us a good deal of in-
formation regarding the State’s revenue,
But it is my experience that the Treasnrer
cannot possibly give absolutely detailed in-
formation as to whether the revenne thet
he foreeasts represents all the revenue that
the State is justly entitled to receive, When
the Budget has been launched, the discussion,
apain according to my experience, will bhe
confined mainlv, if not absolutely, to the ex-
penditure side, As a fact, in this State we
have berome mercly ecrities of expenditure,
We have all stodied expeaditure. Tt is my
view that ir onr desire tn eriticice expendi-
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ture, we have altogether lost sight of the
income side. As I indicated in my opening
reuarks, 1 am of opivion that it is on the
ineome side we are suffering to-lay, and
not on the expenditure side. Just to em-
phasise that expenditure side, let me point
out that we members know that the man in
the street selilom, if ever, speaks of loss of
revenue by the State. But on every street
vornor we meet the critie of expeuditure.
Mr, George: That is right.

Hen, W. D, JOHNSON: Again, Press

“eriticism in this eountry is maialy criticism

of expenditure,

Ar. George: That is easiest.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Over and above
it all, when members themseives begin to
criticise, they devote—and I myself devote
-—attention te expenditure again. On tfop
of ali that, Parliament has created an organ-
igation to cheek expenditure. We have an
Auditor (veneral, who is responsible to Par-
liament, and whose duty it is to report to
Parliament mainly on the expenditure side,
to carry out an unceasing investigation into
the expenditure of the State. It may be
claimed by hon. members that we have the
Treasury and officials connected with that
department charged with the responsibility
of not only looking after the expenditure
side, but of investigating and checking re-
venue returns.

Mr. George: They don’t miss much.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: I agree with
the member for AMurray-Wellington (Mr,
George) on that point. As a matter of faet
it is impossible to miss anything from the
expenditure standpeint, but he will agree
with me that the Treasury is not in a posi-
tion to investigate in detail matters of rev-
enne. Take the Railway Department for
instance. The expenditure side is investi-
gated by speecial anditors but the revenue
ride does not receive the same special de-
tailed investization that the railway expen-
diture does. I would like to sce the same
attention given to revenoe. That is not done
now,

Mr. George: It is
carcfully day after day,
Railways ean tell you that.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The railway rev-
enue is investigated hy the andit staff of
the Railway Department. but the Auditor
Greueral investigates the expenditnre side on
hehnlf of Parliament.

Mr, George: That is so.

Heon, W, D, JOHXB0N: XNo nne nutside
the Railway DIlepartment is resroneil's for
the investigation of revenue matters.

Alr. George: The Auditor Genera' eonld
not do it,

Hon. W. D, TOHXSOX: That is rite
trae. Tt is not rart of his dutv.

Mr. Georze: Nor is he trainod in rrilway
finance.

Hon, W. . TOHNSNX: That, too, is a
contribution to the case T am nntting wvp.
This trouhle is not confined to the railwavs.
Tt npplies also to the Harbour Trrst, The

It is looked into very
The Minister for
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expenditure side is subject to a detailed
review; the investigation of the revenue
side is the responsibility of Harbour Trust
administration. = The same applies to the
Lands Department. The revenue side ot
the operations of that department is a Min-
isterial responsibility apd that revenue is
not subject to an investigation by any out-
pide authority. On the other hand, those in
control of the State trading coneerns have
to report to Parliament and detailed infor-
mation is given as to the business of those
eoncerned, the earning capacity and so on.
That is the responsibilty of the Minister and
his officers, The investigation is limited to
that. There is no other authority regarding
revenue, as we have on the expenditure side.

Mr. @Gcorge: Greater experience is re-
quired to deal with thore concerns and you
bave not get the men trained for it.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: That is the posl-
tion. I want to make members realise that
we must do something, even thouph it be
dificult. T helieve T shall be able to con-
vince members on that point. Tt has been
agreed between the member for Murray-
Wellington and myself that it is impossible
for anyone to go into these departments and
check the revenue. On the other hand it is
possible to check the expenditure, and that
has been demonstrated over many vears.

The Minister for Lands: The Auditor
General always checks receipts.

Mr. George: But the member for Guild-
ford refers to the policy of working.

Ton. W, D. TOHNSOK; That is s0.

The Minister for Lands: If we were to
enforce collection, we would be in a bad
way.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX :
that point,
bere.

The Minister for Lands: T have been eon-
vinced ever gince I have beer in my position.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSOX: Then we shounld
see whether we cannot arrive at some meana
of achieving our end, although it mar be an
unplrasant duty. Tf we do not do that, we
shall he forred to do something else.

Mr. George: It is not a matter of what
is pleasant or unpleasant. Tf it is a duty, it
must he done.

Hon, W. D. JOANSOX: T want to pro-
vide that somecone shall investigate the rev-
enue in the same way as expenditurs ig in-
vestigated now, TLet me give hon. members
one ar two illustrations. Take the writing-
off of revenue bv departments. The mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington will know that
there nre certain revenue items. even in the
Railway Tepartment, that have heen allowed
to acreumvlate owing to differences of opin-
tons i ultimately they have been written
0¥ Rame of those items could have heen
¢olle~t21 tut have hren written off.  That
oo rwrds ¢ oJoss to the State.

A"r, Genrese: Many of thom are dead twigs
on a tree.

Hon, W. D, JOHXSOXN: I preasnme the
hon. member has had the experience of

I am eoming to
I hope to convinee hon. mem-
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officers recommending that certain amounts
should be written off.

The Minister for Lands: Those recom-
mendationa are investigated before a Min-
ister agrees to writing off the items.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The member for
Murray-Wellington no doubt, bas investi-
gated those recommendations and he may
have said, ‘‘No, we will not write those
items off; we shall colleet them.'' He
would show determination and I suppose it
has been his experience that nften money
has been colleeted although officials have re-
commended that the amount be written off.

Mr. (leorge: Experience would affect the
position.

Hon, W. b, JOHNSON: That has been
the experience probably of every adminis-
trator of a Government department. After
reeeiving such recommendations, Ministers
consult other authorities who advise ap-
proaching the matter in a different way,
and ultimately the moncy is collected.

Mr, George: That is 2 common experience
in erdinary life.

Han, W, D. JOUINSON: That is go. That
in itself is evidence that what can apply
as between the Minister and his officer, can
alse apply as between the Minister and an
expert outside authority. If a man versed
in the detailed expenditure of revenue items,
just as we have one versed in the examina-
tion of expenditure, were available, the Min-
ister could refer revenue items suggested
to be written off to that revemue authority
and it is possible that by this means many
thousunds of pounds would be saveld to the
State. Just as the Auditor General reports
to Parliament with reference to expenditure,
causing Mirnisters and their officers partie-
ularly to be careful repardinz all expendi-
ture matters, so some authority is required
to operate similarly with reference to rev-
enue,

The Minister for Lands: You want to es-
tablish some authority over Ministers?

Hou, W. D. JOAHNSOX: Exactly, as we
have regarding expenditure.

The Minister for Lands: You must qet
other Ministers.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: I believe we
eovld pet the hest resnlts by appointing a
Minister for revenue. I do not eare what
the authority I scek to have established may
te eprlledl. T want to get some aunthority
appointed to protect the State from the
revenue point of view. T want someone who
is an experlt nn that side of the finances
sa that a hetter system will obtain tham
at present operates.

The Minister for Lands: Every Minister
ean put on the serew if he wants to, but
rou would nat agree to him deing it. Tt
would not he possihfe.

Tom. W, D. JOHNSOXN: The Minister
for Lands considers that Ministers would
not do it

The Minister for Lands: I aay he could
not do it if he wanted to. It wunld not
he possible in the interests of the State.
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Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: That is the
point of view from which I wunt the ques-
tion approached. I want someone in the
position 1o protect the interests of the
State, rather than leave those interpsts to
be protected by individuai Jinisters in
charge of individual departments, Parlia-
ment does not allow it regarding expendi-
ture and we should not, and cannot con-
tinue, to allow it to be the responsibility
of indivillua]l Ministers respecting the rev-
enve side, Parliament must have some med-
fum to get detailed information respecting
revente just as we get those detaila regard-
ing expenditure.

The Minister for Lands: If some details
were given of my department in this House,
there would be a row.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: T do not say we
require to have an investigation that will
probe every littie detail and later have an
exposure here. I want the work condueted
aleng the lines that the Auditor General
follows, 86 that Parliament shall be in a
position to know what is going on through
that expert’s reports.

Mr. George: Care will have to be exer-
tised that you do not lift the respomsibility
from Ministers.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON: I may want in-
formation on certain important questions,
but I do not know where to get it now.
Moembers must realise that is the position
regarding revenue matters; there is no one
to whom we ean go for definite information.
If we wigh to discuss matters of expendi-
ture we ean go to the Auditor General, who
is the servant of Parliament, and is there
for that purpose. We cannot do that re-
ganling revenue,

Mr. Taylor:
pretty good.

Hon. W. D. JOHNS0OXN: He can give
members generzal information, but no details.
If T went to the Under Treasurer and asked
him some questions about the Lands De-
partment revenue, he would refer me to the
Minjster for Lands. Yet if I wished to
know something about the expenditure side
of the operations of that department, he
covld give the neeessary information.

Mr, Tavlor: That is after the money is
expended,

Han . D. TOHANSON: That is trne,
If we nad some similar provision regarding
revenue, however, we might, judging from
the expericnees of the previons year, he able
1o proteet the State agninst losses in subse-
guent years. Let me give one or {wo
illustrations of matters I would like to
know. Some we can find ont; others we
cannot. Take mining propositions: mining
generally in this State is largelv domin-
ated by the Adelaide Stock Exchange.
Suppose we find a mine in Western Aus-
tralia, those interested wusually go to
Adelaide to float it. We read in the
t*Dajly News'' recently of a man named
Carlson, who had found a propos’tion at
Cwe. FHe supplied particulars in Perth,

The Tnder Treagurer is

- South Australia.
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and within & very short time a mining
operator had taken the proposition to
Adelaide to float it.

Mr. Taylor: That is the best place;
Adelaide stands to us.

Hen. W. D, JOHXNSON: That 1s exactly
the point. Suppese that proposition turns
out as well as we afl hope it will and be-
colnes a payable investment, a dividend ias
declared in Adelaide and we pay to
Adelaide. Suppose it is a failure and
those of us who take up shares—thou-
sands of people in Western Australia do
so—are called upon to pay ecalls, we de-
duct from our income tax in Western Aus-
tralia the amount of e¢all paid to South
Australia. It is an illustration of heads
I win, tails you lose.

The Minister for Agriculture: The calls
are not paid to South Australia,

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: If it is a success
the dividend is declared in South Aus-
tralia and the tax is pald in South Aus-
tralia. If it is a failure, calls are made
in Western Australia, and we deduct from
our income tax before we pay in Western
Australia the amount of the c¢all paid to
See how it operates!
If it i8 a guccess, wo lose; if it is a failure,
we lose.

The Minister for Agriculture: How
would you alter it? By enabling us to
colleet the dividend in Western Auvstralint

Hon. W. D, JOHNSBON: I shall come tu
that. I am endeavouring to show that we
want someone to earefully review all these
matters of State interest. It is not o
matter that the Minister for Mines can
investigate. It comes under his knowledge
in a general way. Actually it comes
directly under the kpnowledge of the
Deputy Commisgioner of Taxation, He i3
the only officer who would know definitely
of it. But the Deputy Commissioner of
Taxation, though a good, loyal, enthusi-
ustic Western Australian, is a Common-
wealth officer, and his first duty is to those
who employ him and whoe maintain his
employment. Being a Federal officer, the
best of his consideration would be given
to Federal matters. Tt does not matter
a pgreat deal to him whether we pay or
who pavs. If the money be paid in Soulh
Australia, the Commonwenlth gets it just
the same as if it were paid in this State,
Regarding the other phase, however, if
my contention be right, he may have
knowledge of it, but it is not a question
upon which he shonld make speecial repre-
sentation. We¢ want some other anthority
to investigate these things; we want some-
one else to investigate the revenue
problems of the State. Take the banks
of Western Australia: they, like most of
our commercial houses, are Eastern States
propositions operating with branches in
Weatern Australia. I should like to be
able te go tn some anthorite and have e
plained to me exa-tiv how the bankine
institutions in this State pay their income
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tax or dividend duty tax. T should like
someone to advise me of the details, so
that I would understand exactly how they
pay, and whether they pay the full amount
that Western Australia iz entitled to re-
ceive in proportion to their profits and
activities in this State. 1 should like t»
know whether we get paid on the fuli
amount of money that goes through the
banks here, or only on the amount in-
vested in Western Anstralia. Say the
member for Murray-Wellington has a cer-
tain amount of wealth and puts it into a
bank in Perth; suppose he direets that a
eertain amount be invested in Victoria.

Mr. George: Try someone else! You
will have my creditors after me to-morrow.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOXN: Just as T could
digeuss an item of expenditure with the
Auditor General, so T should like to be
able to discuss with some authority
whether the member for Murray-Wellington
would contribute on the total amount put
into the bank or only on the amount ic-
vested here, and whether taxation on the
amount invested in Victoria would be
credited to that State.

Mr. George: You need not worry; I have
not a penny in Victoria.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: No doubt the
hon. member is like myself; every man iv
the agrienltural industry is operating on
an overdraft. I want to know where I
could get such information. Members
may say the Deputy Commissioner o
Taxation investigates sueh matters and
conld give me the details. As a matter
of fact, be eannot; he is not allowed to.

Mr. Georga: He has got it all the same.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes; if he were
purely a Stafe officer operating purely on
State considerations, he would give a
differeut amount of attention and a differ-
ent kind of attention from what he gives
jn hiz duval office. From the point of
view of the Federal anthorities, whenece
be draws his salary, it does not matter
whether the banks pay in Western Aus-
tralin or in Victoria, It is all the same.

But as regards this State'’s guota, it i =

totally different proposition. If we do
not pet it here, we lose it. I wani some
organisation charged with the responsi-
bility of watching suek matters closely, so
that we shall have a guarantee that we
are getting our full pound of flesk in the
way of revenue. There is another problem.
On this I cannot speak with any more con-
fideuce than on banking. I do not know,
and I cannot find out. Take shipping: we
have overseas vessels calling at Fremantle
and treding along the Australian ecoast.
They discharge some cargo here and on
going away pick up ecargo. They collect a
ecertnin amount of revenue in Western
Australia. There are activities hy the
ghipping company in this State hoth
coming and going. How would_suph a
compsany pay to Western Anustralia?
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The Minister for Lands: They huve to
pay their tax before they leave.

Hop., W. D. FOHNSON: But where can
I go to get information as to bow the
amount is arrived at? Who is there to
inveatigate in detail and eriticise whethes
we are pgetting our full percentage of
revenue on the cargo handled by the com-
pavy? How casy is it om a huge load
carried by a vessel from the other
side of the plobe to drup a percent-
age here and pay the remainder in
Victoria? How ensy is it to give a
Little less to Western Australia and
a little more to Victoria, especially
when there is a big inducement for that to
be done, I do not sav it is done; T do not
know whether it is, but T am positive the
indvecement to do it is there.  Wherever
there is an indocement, we need to have
someone to sev it is not done.

Mr. George: Do yor think the ship-
owners would allow you to investipate their
concerns like that?

Hon, W. D. JOHNS0ON: They have to
permit it from a Federal point of view. 1
do not say that any State Government
eould investigate it at present. I do not
think any State is worrying a great deal
about it, but I want Western Australia to
worry abomt it, lhecause this is the State
that is suffering mmost. What we lose here ig
gained in Victoria. Victoria need not worry.
Very likely Vietoria, from a shipping point
of view, is getting a certain amount of
Western Australia’s share. We are in a
position to lose on all these transactioms.

Mr. Mann: In the Fastern States it is
suggested that our Harbour Trust dues are
a second tariff.

The Minister for T.ands: They are no
higher than those in the BEastern States.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSOX: [ sin nut deal-
ing with that phase. I want some anthority
to investigate Harbour Trust fees, but T am
dealing with the rtevenue from the boats
that call at Western Australia.

Mr. George: You want them to pay for
the privilege of doing a service?

Hon, W. D. JOHXNSOX: Xo, I want them
to pay the full percentage of revenue on the
results they get by calling at Western .\us-
tralia.

The Minister for Lands:
now,

Hon. W. D, JOHNS8OX: Tleyv curn ve-
venue and I want some autherity to guaran-
tee to Parliament that on their earnings
both coming and going they are paving a
full percentage of tax to this State.

Mr. George: Yon would never et that
unlegs you established a elearing havse,

The Minister for Lands : Thev have to do
it now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: BRnt are they
doing it in such a way as to give satisfae-
tion to Western Australia? They might bet
I ecannot say they are not, bnt there is no

They da that
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one to whom T ean go to get the informa-
tion.

Mr. Teesdale:
Trust aunthorities?

Hon. W. D, JOHNXSON:
ing to do with it.

Mr. Teesdale: They know the tonnage
that the boats bring.

Hon. W. D). JOHXNSOX:

What abeat the Harbour

They have noth-

They get paid

for the tonmnage, but as to whether it iz the -

tonnage upon which they should be paid
and whether we are getting the amount of
revenue from a taxation peint of view is
another question. 1 suppoge in a general
way they could give the information.

Mr. Teesdale: It is the only body that
could give it,

The Minister for Lands: The taxation
officers have to check everything dome in
that wav.

Hon. W. D, JOHXSON: These matters
no doubt are investigated by an officer, but
1 want them echecked and investigated in
detail.  The member tor Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdnle) spoke of the Harbour Trust. The
Auditor General investigates its operations
from an expenditure point ot view. He can-
not investigate the detail of its earning
eapacity for the very reason that he is not
specially charged with that duty. I want
someone to be specially charged with the
duty. Reverting to banking, we get revenue
from the banking operationz conducted in
Western Australia, but I venture the opinion
that we get no revenue from the operations
of the Commonwealth Bank in thig State.

Mr. George: You do not expeet to.

Hon. W. D. JOAXNSBON: Tn this State
our funds are larvely deposited in the Com-
monwealth Bank. If we invested cur money
in the private banks, there would be earned
a certain amouni of revenue from an income
tax point of view. But we do not get
anyvthing from it when it is invested in the
Commonwealth Bank. We should investigate
the position as {o whether the retorn we
get from the Commonwealth Bank com-
pensates na for the loss resulting from the
money going there. We shonld make the
invesrigation, having in view the proteetion
of Stote revenue. These matters should be
constantly watehed by an expert. Let me
give one or two illustrations showing how
matters operate in the State. Tet me in-
stance the case of five deserters during the
wat period, The¢y were brought before the
court at Fremantle and were fined £23 cach
with an alternative of imprisonment. Two
of the number elected to pay the fine, and
the Commonwealth thus collected £50. The
other three decided to ‘‘take it out,”’ and
Western Auvstralin provided for them dur-
ing their term of imprisoneut, That is ob-
viously unfair,

The Minister for Lands: It is the Com.
monwealth law and we eannot get out of it.
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Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Where an ob-
vious injustice is being perpetrated we want
somebody who will grip it. Tf in the State
a similarly obvious injustice was heing done,
the Anditor General would pounce on it and
report to Parliament, and the matter would
be referred to by members as an injunstice.
Tt is said that we cannot interfere in a cage
such aa the one T have just quoted, because
it is the practice,

The Minister of Lands:
monwealth law.

Hen W. D). JOHNSOX: If we had some-
one to investigate all these matters, and
they were reported, and the Press wrote
about them, we shonld in that way get some
reform, just as we bring reform
in  conmection with expenditure. But
all these matters, in my opinion, are
small compared to the  activities
within the State, of the commereial concerns
to which I have referred, and a reinrn re-
garding which T expected to have when 1
snbmitted the motion. To fully realite the
position from the point of view of the com-
mercial house, we must bear in mind that
it is a question of the relative payment of
taxation in the various States. From the
Federal point of view, taxation is uniform
and it does not matter whether it is collected
in one State or another. When it comes o
the States the position is different alto-
gether. T have before me figures relating
to taxation on income in Vietoria and simi-
lar figures respecting the taxation on income
in Western Australia. I am not going to
give all the details, I shall just select a
few to let hon. members see the difference
there js in the taxation hetween the two
States. On an income of £500, the tax in
Victoria is 4d., and the amount ecollected
€4 s, Bd. Tn Western Aunstralia it is 5144,
and the amonnt collected £13 3s. 8. On an
income of €2,000 the tax is 53d. in Vie-
toria, and the amount collected there
£45 Tis, 81, Tn Western Australia on a
similar income the tax is 1713d,, and the
amomnt collected £167 1ds, 2. T will omit
a few figures and refer to an income of
€8,000, Tn Vietoria the tax on that iz 614d.,
and the amount eolleceted £216. Tn Weatera
Australia it is 55d.. and the zmount col-
leeted £2,118. The indncement therefore in
regatd to companies operating in Vietoria
znll Western Australia is to show the -axi-
mum profit as being made in Vietori:, and
the minimum profit in Western Australia.
The incentive is to pay the taxation in Vie-
toria or any of the other States where, with
the exception of Queenslant, it is much
lewer than in Western Australia. Bven in
Quecnsland it is not as high as it is in
Western Australine, So that hon. members
may readily grasp the details that have
heen prepared for me, T propose to give
them to * Hansard '’ for inclusion in tabular

It is the Com-
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form in the report of my remarks. The
table which is appended is illuminating—

Victorla. Western Australie,
Tncome. ?.atle Tax, Rate : T; a;ll t:ﬁ
n£. in £ Super Tax.
£ a. | ¢ ed]d ! £ aa
500 a & 8 33 ' 13 3 8
1,000 44 18156 o] 9f | 4610 5
2,000 5 45 16 8 | 17% ‘ 167 14 2
3,000 é 76 0 0] 254 i 366 11 13
4,000 100 0 D]sat | 642 1 8
5,000 o | 135 8 0|42 II,DOB & 0
8,000 [ 216 13 4] 55 2118 2 2
Maximum Tax— | Maxmum Tax—

7d. in £. 4/7d. In £.

Mr. Mann: Hoew would you suggest get-
ting over the difficulty of the wholesale
house being in Victoria and the rctail house
in Western Avstralia?

Hon. W. D. JOHXS0ON: That is why [
want the return. 1 desire to show the enor-
mous numher of wholesale or even retail
eoncerns that are operating in Western Aus-
tralia, put whose headquarters are in the
other Stutes, 1f I had secured that return
the hon. member would have realised what
& large number of Fastern States firms were
operating in Western Australia, and the ex-
tent to wlich Western Australia is suffering
in consequence. Take the concerns that are
manufacturing in Vietoria and distributing
in Victoria, and ihose that are manufactur-
ing in Vietoria and distributing only in
Wegtern Australia. We do not know whether
the wmanufacturcrs’ costs charged up to
‘Western Apstralian concerns or to Western
Augtralian distributors are the same as
manufacturers’ costs that are charged up
to Victoria. It is possible for them to in-
erease the mapufacturers’ costs in Vietoria,
and to sell at such a price in Vietoria as
to make it only possible owing to competi-
tion in the partieular line to sell in West
ern Australia at a minimum of profit. The
price is the samc as compared between com-
petitor and competitor in Western Australia,
but the amount of profit in Western Aus-
tralia is reduced because of the increased
manufacturers’ costs, The big profit is
ghown as having bsen made in Vietoria, and
the result is that the Vietorian Taxation De-
partment gets revenue that really belongs
to Western Australia, though the amount
they get is considerably less, by reason of
the Jower taxation in that State, than the
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amount that would be paid in Western Aus-
ralia, The inducement therefore is to make
the maximum profit where the taxation is
low, and the minimum profit where the
taxation is high, Tt ia not a difficult watter
to realise what can be done in that regard.
When hon. members see the figures they will
realise what inducements exist to do what
[ have outlined. I cannot give a specific
instance of what I have related, but there
is no question ahout it that the indvcements
are thore, and 1 want some autherity to im-
vestigate the matter with a view {o protect-
ing the State’s interests from a revenve
aspect,

The Minister for Landa:
only under the Federal law.

You can do it

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I am not advo-
cating that the Western Australian income
tax should be reduced. I believe our gradua-
tions are sounder that the graduations in the
other States. I believe that we have gone
into the matter more scientifically and that
those least able to pay, pay the least. When
von get to Victoria the graduvations are
totally different, and those in the best posi-
tions pay the least. Apnin regarding the
Fastern States concerns, we should endea-
vour to ascertain how they charre up the
Western Australian expenses of wmanage-
ment. We want some means of investigating
that; we want some authority over and
shove what we possesg to-day, so that means
mzy be found for protecting the State. I
have aleo had prepared a return showing
the revenue reeeived in the period 1911.24,
and the loan expenditure for the same
period, as well as the interest on loans and
the inerease or decrease per amnum in re-
gard to revenue, loan cxpenditure and in-
terest. Again, I am not going to weary
members by giving the details at this stage.
T will, however, just take one or two figures.
In 1913 the revenue was £4,596,000, That
showed an inerease of £628,000 over the
revenre of the year before, representing an
increase of 15.88. The actval expenditure
of loan money in that year amounted to
£3,423,022, the increase over the year before
Feing £1,078,000; the increase representing
36.03. The interest paid during that year
was £963,000, an inerease over the year
before ofr £107,000, or 17.71 per cent.
The retvrn givis the increased revenue and
the pererntage of increase, and also the
loan expenditure and the imterest.  There
in mo other way of arriving at a conclusion
than by ccomparative fiqures, There were
aome vears when we had a decrease in rev-
rane as compared with the preceding year
and so, too, with the loan ezpenditure. But
takine the whele of it—and T propose to
prt this table into °‘Fansard'’—when T
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had the return prepared I fried to gather
from it some definite case to present to the
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Hovse. I eandidly admit I could net do it.
The table iz as follows:—

BETURN OF GENERAL REVENUE, LOAXK EXPENDITURE, AND INTEREST PAYABLE ON LOANS
FOR THE YEARS 1911 TO 1924,

GENERAL REVENUE. Loax EXPENDITURR. INTEREST PAYABLE ON LOANS.

Year —— - - _ -

ended ] | \

80th Tnerease | Percent- Incrense | Percent- ' Jncrease © Percent-

June. | Amount. | on pre age in- | Amount. | on pre age n- | Amount, | on pre. agé in-

vious year.! crease. vious year. crease. '\ fous year. crease.
i N
|
£ £ £ £ £ g £ £ £
1911 8,850,440 , 1,484,351 804,082 !
1612 3,968,673 116,283 3-02 | 2,344,070 859,702 57 92 850,280 46 304 | 5-72
1818 4,508,850 620,080 15-88 | 3,423,020 [ 1,078,950 46-03 083,412 107,128 12-51
1014 5,208,34 ,684 18-24 | 2,883,168 [ *539,351 *15-77 | 1,333,006 170,534 1771
1915 5,140,725 34,618 *1-24 | 2,521,808 | *361,561 *12-54 | 1.287,800 153,864 1357
1016 5,356,978 218,268 4-21 { 1,584,642 | *036,060 | *37-16 | 1,308,680 110,320 2-60
1917 4,577,007 | *770,071 *14-56 B855,1 720,459 *46-03 | 1,490,153 81,474 654
1018 4, 022 536 | 45, \529 0-09 | 1,054,178 108, 905 28-27 1,578,066 ,513 §5-80
1910 4,944,850 ’ 3\22,814 6-97 1,049,736 4 *0-42 | 1,658,051 86,285 5-42
1020 5,803,501 914,861 18-68 | 2,063,320 | 1, 613 684 163:71 | 1,747,502 88,641 5:34
1021 8,780,5 026,064 15-70 | 2,586,404 ‘76 916 *2-890 | 1,813,628 166,036 950
1922 6,007,107 117,542 1-78 ...,454,925 '131,479 *5-08 2,156,311 242,683 12-88
1028 . 7,207,402 300,385 4-35 | 8,380,209 |. 034,474 34-06 | 2,351,152 194,841 804
1024 . 7 365,595 658 108 0-13 3.936,833 547,534 15-16 | 2,607,416 200 204 10-90
* Decyease,

The figures are iluminating, but it is loavs fall due we have to redeem them by

impossible for me to make a case in which
the revenue inercase should bear a certain
relation to the interest inerease or the loan
expenditvre increase. I tried to see whether
there were any means by which a compari-
son could be drawn, but for me it was im-
possible. I could not de it. However, it
i8 interesting to find that from 1911 to 1924
the revenue increased by 104.28 per cent.,
whereas interest on loans during that period
increased by 22191 per cent. 1n other
words, our interest Bill went up 100 per
cent. as compared with our inerease in rev-
enue. Whatever other conclusions may be
arrived at, we are going backwards. We
are net making headwny at all. In 1911 it
took 22.05 per cent. of our revenue to meet
the interest hill, whereas in 1924 it took
33.15 per cent.

Mr. Mann: Did the revenue increase cor-
respondingly?

Hon, W. . JOIINSOXN: The revenue io-
ereaged by 22.05 per cent. and the interest
by 3%.15 per cent. No longer is the public
-debt synonymous with loan expenditure, The
puhlm dcht to-day is lean expenditure plns
our deficivney, 1T we take the publie deht
we arrive ut a worse figure than that re-
vealed by corsidering the pesition from the
‘loan expenditure point of view. I am not
gure whether the interest given in the ¢ Stat-
jatienl Ahstract ™’ includes the interest paid
on the funided iefiviency. When the Bill to
fund the defiviency was going through, T re-
memher that it created an obligation to vay
a sinking fund., but I do not know exqctly
how the interest arplies. T canmot imagine
that tl:e finded debt is earning interest.
‘Bn, the interest hill. as disclesed, woulidl be
the tatal irterest bill naid, whereas the joan
expraditure does not disclose the netual pub-
lic dabt. .‘rother phase that shenld give
one sorme concern i the fact that as our

horrowing other money. Consequently, loans
that used to bear interest at 314 per cent,
or 4 per cent. are being redeemed with
money costing us 615 per cent. In view
of that the percentages I have quoted be-
come consgiderably worse as the loans fall
due., Membera will ask what all this is
abhout; why fret about it; why move the
motion; what veforms do I advoeate?

dir. Teesdale: You are a thought reager,

Hon. W. 1. JOTINSON: I expected that
from the analytical mind of the hon. mem-
ber. What | want is this: we are not get-
ting our maxim m revenve, and while we
are not getting it nobody is trying to calcu-
late the amount we are losing, and whether
that loss is worth chasing, whether it is
not advisable to ereate an organisation that
will try to so adjust matters as to bring to
Western Australia its maximum revenue.

Mr. Teesdale: Are there not losses that
we could get at much more easily?

Hon, W, I, JOHNSON : The hon. member
is again on losses. We have had many
losses.  For instance, it is easy to =ay that
we lost £300,000 on the Fremantle dock.

The Minister for Iands: Easy to say it,
Eet it is not tree.

Hen. W, I JOHXNSON: 1 was rather un-
fortunate in the selection of my illnstration.
Nevertheless, T hail some connection with
that to<~, und T think a elose investigation
would jrove that my figures were not far
ont,

The Minister for Lands: Yeou, as Minister
for Works at the time, gnil the loss was,
not E£300,000, hut £200.600,

Hon, W, D. JOANSON: Well, T am pre-
rared to accept thut aed say €£200,000 went
into the sea. One ¢nutd nut his finger on
manv other losses inenrred. At the same
time one vonld put his finmer on considerahle
aairy we kave had in Western Auatralia.
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Howover, T um not dealing with that phase
of the nuestion. Year by year we are los-
ing v.venue to which we are justly entitled
amd that we must have if we are to make
the State finaneial. The finaneial drift will
eves e overcome by o review of
expenditure. Successive Governments have
tried it. I hive heard members say that
all that wus wanted was a echange of
Government. Some years ago we were
told that sueh a change was essential from
the financial point of view because of th»
greater commercial knowledge and busi-
ness acumen amongst the members of the
them Opposition. The new Government
were «(nly justalled, yet were unable to do
any better than their predecessors had
done,  Suceewsive liovernments have tried
to solve the problem and have failed, 1
aw convinced that if we had some organ-
isation, if we could concentrate public
thought, capture the assistance of the
Pres~ aud vcoustantly wateh the revenup
side, just as to-day we wateh the expendi-
ture side, the position of Western Aus-
tralin would gquickly improve. TIn other
words, we require an anthority to wateh
revenue in its every detail, just as we
have an authority to watech the detail of
expenditure. The MAlinister for Lands
asked whether we could do this. He said
we could not de anything without an
alteration  of  the Pederal authority.
What I am after is this: There is grado-
ally but surely growing mp in Wastern
‘Australia a general acquisition of the
wealth of Western Australia for the in-
torests of Easternm Australia. The inei-
dence of toxation is encouraging that.
Taxation is never reviewed in Victoris,
hecause Vietoria has an ¢normous smount
of wealth attracted to her. We hove in
this State mwen whe boast that the wealth
they mate i Western Australiza is now in-
vested in Vietoria; adding that the differ-
ence hetween the taxation they have to
pay in Victoria and would bave to pay in
Western Australia is suffieient to main-
tain them and their families in luxury.
We have the same thing in the agricul-
tural industrv. Men whose wealth has
heen DLinilt up hy the Agriemltural Bank,
men who started with Agrienltural Bank
money, whose whole asset has been created
through the assistance rendered by the
State, have amassed wealth and have in-
vested it in Vietoria. I could give many
snch illustrotions, and probably other how.
members could give more. Fven if what
the Minister for Lands says be true, if
we cannot do anything in the matter, still
there must be an end, a2 stop. Things are
hecoming worse, We cannol reduce our
taxation, becanse if we do our revenue
will suffer. Some may argue that if we
alter the incidence of taxation we may
compensate our direct loss by holding in
our State the wealth now going to Eastern
Australia, We require somebody to in-
vestigate that, to watch the incidence of
taxation. The financial problems of the
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worid are changing s#nd it may Dbe that
the incidence of taXation in this State re-
quires reviewing more frequently than is
done at present. But nobody is charged
with the responsibility of looking to that.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, the
Treasurer ig doing that.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSOXN: I know that,
but 7 also know that the Treasurer cam
only do it from the figures supplied to hm
by the department.

Sitting suspended from 6.1 to 7.30 p.m,

Hon., W, D. JOHXSOX: Before tea I was
pointing out that the Treasurer and the
Treasury staff probe into and investigate
revenue problems. I maintain, however,
that their investigation is limited to mat-
ters that are submitted to them by the
various departments. All financial in-
formation filters through from those de-
partments to the Treasury. That must be
$¢. The Treasury mnst be the authority
on all watters of finance., The point i
that the information given to the Treasury
is mot investigated by someome whose
special duty it is te inquire into all rev-
enue problems, instead of different persons
investigating departmental revenue prob-
lems. T admit I have not pgiven the
House much information on this point,
because I cannot get it. One can go to an
anthority and get information in regard
to State activities, more particularly from
the expenditure point of view, but one
eannot go to any anthority and pick out
any individual and say, ‘‘that individual
can educate vou npon matters of Stata
revenue,’”’ There is a great inducement
for people to pay as much as they ecan of
their income tax outside Western Aus-
tralia, und as little as possible within the
Btate. Members have admitted by inter-
jeetion that there are people in Western
Australia who live here on the profits they
make on their investments outside, as com-
pared with what thev would be ezrning it
their investments were made within the
State. We have a few organisations that
are purely State organisations. T refer
particularly to the organisations that are
dealing with commercial matters. The
concerns that are purely Western Austira-
lian are competing at a disadvantage with
those registered cutside. These firms and
companies will soomer or later be forced,
from the point of view of self preserva.
tion, also to register outside Western Aus-
tralia, ‘There are firms and companies
operating in this State that would show
an additional profit of £5.000 or £6,000 if
they registered, say, in Victoria. They
would not have to make any alteration in
their husiness.

Mr. Griffitha: That is the informatiom
vor were sceking when you asked for the
retnrn,

Hon, W. D. TOHXROX: Yes. There are
omlv a few big commercial firms concerned
in Westera Australin that are purely of
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Jocal origin, Such firms would save many
thousznds of poumls-—in one case it would
run into £3,000—if they registered in Vie-
toria, and they could still carry on the same
business as they are doing to-day under
their Jocal registration,

Alr. (teorge: They would have to register
their head offices in Victoria.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSOXN: Yes. They
wonlil have to keep a kind of organisation
in Eastern Australia. [ know ot aceount-
aney firmg that are making representations
to people outside Victoria, pointing out to
them the special advantages and the speeial
savings that would accrue if they registered
in Vieterin. They are undeubtedly inviting
such peaple to take advantage of the im-
proved conditionus of that State, and point-
ing out to them that it will not make the

slighteat difference to their business if they

register in Victoria. It will, of course, make
a difference to Victoria hecause the tax will
be paid there ingtead of in this State. Many
shipping companies are operating here and
should be Western Australian eoncerns, but
they are registered outzide. Such shipping
companies are reaping a big advantage to
the detriment of this State. Members may
say, ‘' Suppese your contention is right, what
is the use of talking about it when it cannot
be altered?’’ The time is coming when it
will have to be altered. Just as the opera-
tions of Eastern Australian firms and eom-
panies in Western Australia increase, so will
our revenue proportionately decrease. The
position ecannot be altered from outside
Woestern Australia, TUnless we make repre-
sentations to the ooly authority, that is the
Australian Parliament, we cannot de any-
thing in Vietoria or South Australia. We
have to hear in mind that there is this an-
thority that must take cognisance of the
fact that we are struggling under grave
difficulties. The only way we ean brinp it
home to this authority is to have the de-
tailed information colleeted by an expert
g0 that we can hring it forward regularly,
educate the people regularly, and enuse them
to talk constantly and perpetunally until
nltimately we do econvinee the Federal
Parliament that Western Amnstralian condi-
tions require special consideration. A popn-
lation of 360000 cannot continne to carry
the hurden, especially when a great deal
of the iwealth created by that nopulation
goes out of Western Australia into other
parts of the Commonwealth,

The Minister for Lands: There is only one
way to deal with that, namelr, to cut the
painter.

Hon, W, D, JOANSOXN: The only wax to
deal with it is through the Commonwealth
authorities.

The Minister far Lands: That is likely
with all the members over there.

Hen, W. D, JOHNSOX: On one occasion
T was disenssing State matters with Federal
Miristers in Melhourne. T had a comversa-
tion with the Prime Mipister. Mr. Andrew
Ficher, unon the nropnsed noliev of unifi-
ention.  Mr, Fisher was gqnite eapndid, and
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said that unification must come, that it

might be soun or late, bunt that it would

crome hurause of the financial situation,
Mr. Wilson: He did not step to see it

Hon, W. D, JOUHXNSOX: Slowly but surely
we are losing revenue to which we are justly
entitled. The dritt of Western Australian
revenue towards the Egaat is not producing
an adequate return to thiy State, Our ex-
penditure is becoming greater. The Federal
authorities are vot relieving vs from the
expenditure point of view, hut are con-
stantly making inreads, if not directly, in-
directly into our revenue. Just as we are
in projortion contributing to the wealth of
Eastern Australia, so does our ciase grow
proportionately lor special consideration at
the hands of the Commionwealth authorities.
I do not know how this can best be earried
out, but I do say that we must have created
in this State some special organisation that
will 30 study the peeuliar circumstances and
disadvantzges under which we are suffering,
and so constantly bring them under the
notice of this House, that our elaim for
consideration will receive recogmition.  Just
as we have an Auditor General for the one
purpose, fo should we have some authority
for the other. We wunt that authority more
from the revenue point of view than we waut
the Auditor General from the expenditure
point of view. From the returns furnished
to us we can analyse the details of expen-
diture but we cannot analyse, say, the ship
ping proposition, or the banking proposition,
or find out the numher of people who are
investing Western Anstralinn eapital in east-
ern concerns. I know that people have a
right to do this; would to Ged T could do
it.  As this is heing done we should know
the faets, and knowing the facts we ean
mwake out our cage for special consideration
at the hands of the Foderal anthorities. We
want an organization to carry out this work.
and to prepare and present our case hefore
we reach really desperate straits. Members
cannot he hlind to the faet that the time
will eome when we shall be foreed to make
representations in this direction. We have
to make the Federal authorities understand
that the wealthy States that are well rlevel-
oped, have great nossibilities of revenue,
have a surplus that can be obtained com-
paratively easilv without any speeial burden
hring placed npan the 1eonle, have had a
rand deal of their woplth ereated by contri-
hutinns from the peovle of Westorn Anstralia,
and that the wealth of tho<» State: mmst ha
taxed for the purpose of developing =uch
nndeveloped States as, sav, Western Aunstra-
lin and Queensland.  We must make re.
nresentations npon that head. and in order
to mnke renresentations we st have know-
ledere,  We eanaot obtain that knowledoe
to-day, and fherefore wo reanire an oreani-
witinn «pesialls eharoed with the task nf
ohiainine it. FWavine ehiained it, we ecan
educate public apinion sa that the neenle
will talk »f this qnestion, so that Federal
members will have it continualle hronght
nnder their nntice, and so that the Fedornl
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authorities will be compelled to listen to
a practical appeal supported by practical
figures which have been prepared by an ex-
pert on practical lines. Thus we shall gain
some congideration, consideration which is
necessary lest disaster should overtake us
through our allowing matters to drift. Hav-
ing studied the question as far as my
limited knowledpe now permits, I say the
time has come when we must ereate some or-
ganisation to protect Western Australia’s
interests from a revenuve point of view.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, de-
bate adjourned

MOTION—{iROUP SETTLEMENT.
Personnel of Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 17th September
on the tollowing motion by Mr. J. H.
Smith—

‘“*That in the opinton of this House the
personnel of the Royel Commission on
Group Settlement has not the confidence
of the State generally aend the South-
West in particular, for the following
reagon ;—DBecause no member of the Com-
mission iz thoroughly conversant with the
agricultural and other requirements of the
South-West, and, further, the ohairman
is unsuttable because he is prejudiced.”’

Mr. BARNARD (Sussex) [751]): This
motion particularly concerns my electorate.
I am greatly pleased that the member for
XNelson has brought the matter up, because
the people of the South-West feel that an
injustice has been done to them by reason
of the fact that no south-western member
has beer appointed to the Rogyal Commis-
gion. From time to time they have read in
the Press what various members of the Com-
mission have said against group settlement,
and they naturally fecl that those members
are going on the Commission biassed agninst
growp settlement. My knowledg: of the
members of the Commission satisfics me that
they will enter on their inquiry with a full
sense of their duty to the Btate, and per-
feetly unbiassed. T am glad, also, that mem-
bhers from the wheat belt will be enabled to
see the South-West; and I am especially
glad that the member for Guildforl (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) will see it.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: I bet I have seen
more of the South-West than you have.

Mr. BARNARD: The investigation will
afford that hon. member an opportunity ot
changing his mind, in case he ia still biassed
against group settlement.

Hon, W, D, Johnson: Who is your aun-
thority for the statement that I am biassed?

Mr. BARNARD: The hon. member sairl
repeatedly that the land of the South-We:t
was no pood.

Hon. W. D, Johnson:

that?
Mr. BARXNARD: On the Address-in-

Teply.

When did I say
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Hon, W. D. Johmson: No.

Mr. BARNARD: The hon. member said
that South-Westere lands were so sour that
they took seven years to sweeten. I feel
sure that, as a member of the Royal Com-
mission, he will learn that those lands are
not sour. I feel sure also that the repre-
sentatives of the wheat belt who are on the
Commission will gain the conviction that
the South-West is the best part of Western
Auvstralia. I had hoped that the personnel
of the Royal Commission would be chosen
from outside the Legislature. However, aB
it wag selected from Parliament, at least
one of its members should have been a re-
presentative of the South-Weat. The mover
gaid that the appointment of the Commission
was like a dose of castor oil to me, but he
is wrong. I had no expectation of being
appointed to the Commission, and for that
matter I am pleased that other members
will come to see my part of the country and
to judge what hus been done in the way of
group settlements there. T repeat that T am
satisfied the members of the Commission
will do their best in the interest of the
country generally and also in the interests
of group settlement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. €. Anpwin— North-East Fremantle)
[7.34]: Personally 1 regret that I could
not be present last weck to hear the speech
of the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
8mith). I had promised some time previ-
ously to visit the Dowerin Show, and I
was unable to return in time to hear the
motion moved. However, the hon. member
had told me about a week previously that
he intended to move the adjournment of the
House on this question. At that time our
Leader was away on the Wongan Hills
line, and T suggested that the member for
Xelson should let the matter stand over
until the Premier had returned. The hon.
moewnber did not move the adjournment of
the Housr, but gave notice of motion, He
had promired to let me know beforehand,

Mr, J. H. Smith: T did not know that
Fou were going away,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: How-
ever, tlis is merely by the wayv. Before

dealing with the motion, let me say that,.
as a result of the hon, memhber’s comments,
it has bheen freely stated that under the
present Administration this ecountry is going
tn te run by Roval Commissions,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: We have heard
that before, you know.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I d4id not say that,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; but
that comment has heen made in various
newspaj ers as 4 consequence of this motion.
Tnder the late Government thera were dur-
ing the last two years no fewer than 12
Royal Commissions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
the House.

Mr, Taylor:
committees.

Moved for in

Some of them were select
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The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS; At that
time the Press had very little to say about
Royal Commissions, but because this Min-
istry agreed to appoint one Royal Commis-
siom, there are inginvations throughout the
fitate that the present Government intend to
rule Western Australia through the medium
of Royal Commissions. I do not mind what
newspapers say about the Government, but,
whether the Press like it or not, while
present Ministers are in  office they
will govern the country in the manmer
they think most to the advantage of
the State and the people, irrespective of
what the Press may think. If the Gov-
ernment consider that the intercsts of the
State demand the appointment of a Royal
Commission, they will pot keep back that
Royal Commission merely because the Press
might raise some objection. I had antiei-
pated that the member for Nelson, in mov-
ing his motion, would deal with the Royal
Commisgion. A perusal of ‘‘Hansard’’ and
of the Press reports of his speech, however,
has shown me that his remarks were mainly
dirccted against myself as Minister control-
ling group settlement.

Alr. J. B. Smith: I did not object to the
Royal Commission.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member was scathing in his remarks. I was
not surpriged at that, because some time
previously I had read in a journal an artiele
to the same effect. There are some persons
connected with the FPress—I am glad to
say very few—who when they find that an
article of theirs has fallen flat, go to a
memher of Parliamént and ask him to ad-
vertise their paper by moving in the House
on the lines of the article. T do not say
such a thing has oeeurred in the present
case.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Youn know very well it
has not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member moving the motion is, in such a
case, used as a tool to advertise a news-
paper.

Mr. J. FL. Smith: That is not true in this
instance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
aay it is. However, that is the zresult. The
bon. member said—

The Minister in charge of group settle-
ment has to a great extent fallen down on
his job. He was almost a pgreater sup-
porter of the scheme than the Leader of
the Opposition to-day.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is true.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No mem-
ber of this Parliament, and no man outside,
has been or is a stronger advocate of group
gettlement than 1 am to-day.

Mr. Tavlor: You have always been.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Any ob-
jection T have taken to the group settlement
scheme has been entirely of a financial
character. L

Mr. Thomson: That is the only objection
that has been raised in this House.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
objected only on the ground of the financial
position arising out of the agreement en-
tered into in London., Sinee holding my
office, [ have endeavoured to keep the ques-
tion of group settlement out of party
palitics. T have endeavoured to carry on the
work, and to give hon. members, to the bess
of my knowledge and ability, the true posi-
tion, to show how growp settlement has af-
fected the finamces, according to the re
porta put up to me hy the departmental
officers. Attempts have been made by certain
sgetions of the Press time after time to
make group settlement a party question.
This motion is assisting in that diree-
tion. I have no desire that group settle-
ment shonld become a party question; but,
if that unfortunately should take place, I
shall fight the matter from a party point
of view as well. My desire is that the group
settlement scheme should he studied by ail
sectiong of the community.

Hon. Bir James Mitehell: Do you say
that we made group settlement a party
queation?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T shall
deal with certain mafters direetiy. I am
pleased the Leader of the Opposition has
come into the Chamber, becanse T am going
to refer to some remarks he made the other
evening. I would not have done 30 in his
absence. This State cannot afford to make
group settlement a party question.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You made
wheat settlement a party question.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
deal with that directly,. When we were on
the Opposition side of the House, there
were no greater supporters of the settle-
ment of the country and the development
of its lands than the members of the
Labour Party. Group settlement would
not have been in existence now if those
who to-day represent the Government
had, when in Opposition, taken the
same line in rtegard to group settlement
which bhas been tried during the last
few months with a view to foreing the
hands of present Ministers and intro-
dueing a party attitude into the question.
T defy any hen. member to challenge one
word T have said regarding group settle-
ments. T challenge anyone to prove that
one statement of mine has heen incorrect.
T bPave dome my duty, whether T have
fallen down on my¥ job or not. When I
found that the agreement was such, from
a financinl point of view, that I believed
was never intended, I was right in placing
members in posecssion of the facts, Then
the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
went on to say—

But on acconnt of some circumstances
behind the scenes, he has acted in this
way, and appointed a Royal Commission
consisting in the main of prejudiced
individuals—

T shall condemn the hon. member out of
his own mouth later on—
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~—'The clutching of the unseen band, that

has been mentioned here before, is at

work.
I do not know to what the hon. member
refers. There was no unseen hand in con-
nection with the inquiry into group settle-
ments, Statements made in this Chamber
‘during Jast I'arliament—not by members
of the Laboor Party—were such that r
believe the country was led to understand
that some inquiry was necessary. The bor.
member himself said in those days, *‘We
can improve our system of group settle-
ment.”’

Mr. J. H. Smith: So we can.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He also
said: ‘A better system than this could be
introduced. The c¢learing on Neo. 1 group
under experienced foremen hds cost £13
per acre. They are bound down to bring
the costs within that sum.’’ T want to tell
the member for Nelson that the cheapest
clearing on No, 1 group has cost £20 per
acre, and it has gone as high as £42 per
acre.

Mre. [J. H. Smith:
not partial elearing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then he
pointed out that there was a fly in the
ointment,

Mr. J. H. Smith: There are several flies
in the gintment.

The MINISTER FPOR LANDS: AN this
was said before the Labour Party took
office and ther the member for Nelson was
sitting on the Ministerial side of the
House. At that time he castigated the
ex-Minister for Agriculiure because he
was not making any attempt to provide
stock for the groups when they were ready
to receive that stock. XNow he complains
and asks why is there a necesaity for the
inquiry. The hon. member himself was
dissatisfied with the position at that time,
and he felt it was necessary to draw the
attention of hon. members to the faet that
things were not satisfactory. Js it any
wonder that people outside consider that
sometbhing is wrong?

MMr. J. H. Smith: I do not oppose the
appointment of a Commission,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thea
again, apparently there is only ome gentle-
man appointed on the Royal Commission
that the member for Nelson has any faith
in

That ix full clearing

Mr. Taylor: One in five is pot a bad
average.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
reason for thbat was that the hon. member
concerned said the Commission was not
worth a ‘‘tuppeny-hang.”?

Mr. Latham: He does not say he is in
favour of my appointment.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: He had
doubts about all the others. I 2m not
raising any objection fo the hon. member.
T am pleased that he has been appointed
to the Commissicn, for T have worked with
him and know what he is, but the member
for York (Mr. Latham) himself said that
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the Government should make a ehange.
He said that the Government should par-
chase land outside the South-West.

Mr, Latham: I do not think it is fair
to quote that against me now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for York instanced land along the
Grezt Southern railway. Hg was then 2
follower of the leader of the Country
Party.

Mr. Teesdale: All this must be very
painful to the member for York.

My, Latham: [t is not painful but it is
very unfair to quote this againgt me now
that I am one of the judges.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Then
the hon. member went on to advocate the
appointment of a select committee to eon-
trol group settlements. He went further
gtill;, and I am in accord with what he
said. This shows the element of donbt
there was concerning the position at a
time when Labour was in Opposition.

Mr., Latham : There is always doubt
about big things.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
member for York told us that if we did
not make this scheme a hig gucecess, West-
ern Australia’s name would be ruined for
ever,

Mr. George: We must make it a suecess.

Mr. Latham: We shall make it a sue-
cess,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: When
the Labour Party went to the countrv
there was a certain demand regarding an
inquiry into group settlements, and on the
platforin at Boulder the present Premier,
in the course of his poliey speech, said
that we wounld caure an inquiry to be
made along those lines for the speeial pur-
pose of satisfying the publie that group
settlements, in all probability, weuld be
successful, If there is anything wrong,
let the people know; if there is nothing
wrong let them know, and satisfy their
minds. T cannot think for one moment
why anyone should resent any person
being appointed on a Royal Commission of
this deseription. T have no fear regarding
any member of the Commission, because
the membera of it have to report in aceord-
onee with the evidenre tendered, and the
public get that evidence. That is one of
the advantages of Royal Commissions, the
avidence is published from day to day,
and it is printed for members to peruse
sbould they so desire,

Mr. Teesdale: We know something ahout
Commissions. We know of one and have
noted the bias and spite and venom re-
garding that particular inquiry.

The MIXTISTER FOR LANDS: I do uot
know of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Yes, vou do.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Nelson also said—

The Government have appointed 2
Commission, the members of which are
prejudiced, biassed, and bigoted against
the South-West. What do members of
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Parliament from the South-West who sit
behind the Government think of it!
Then he made the remark to which the
member for Sussex (Mr, Barnard) referred
just mow. If that statement be ecorrect,
I bave no proof of it. When an hon. men-
ber complains because a Sonth-West mem-
ber was not asked to go on the Commis-
sion, and, as supgesied, he was asked to

go on it, why did he not do so?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Because 1 would not sit
under that chairman.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: At that
time the chairman was not appointed.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It was well known that
he was to be appointed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
know myself at that stage who was to be
appointed chairman of the Commission, 1
adid not know it at the time the member for
York (Mr. Latham) and the memher for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) were appointed
members of that Commission,

Mr, Latham: We know that.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You had a fair idea,
and so had others.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, T
did not. Here we have an hon. member com-
plaining that the South-West will probably
suffer because o member representing that
part of the State has been appointed on the
Commission and yet that hon, member failed
to avail himself of the opportunity given
to him by the Leader of the Opposition to
be appointed on the Commission!

Mr. J. H. Smith: My electors do not
think T neglected my duoty,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Why was
the hon. mrember not appointed? The Leader
of the Opposition said the other night, ‘I
feel certain no member representing the
South-West would like to go on the Commis-
gion.’” In view of that statement I am
doubtful whether the member for Nelson
did bave the opportunity to go on the Com-
mission a8 was suggested. That hon. mem-
ber also said—

The group settlement is the bagis of our
immigration policy, but the Minister in
charge has now notified the Imperial Gov-
ernment that nmo more group settlers are
to come here because there ia mnot suffi-
cient land for them.

If the rules of the Hounse would allow me
to say so, I would say that is a damned lie.

Hon. Rir James Mitehell: On a point of
order! I do not think the Minister should
be permitted to make such a remark. He
shonld not be allowed to describe another
member as o liar.

The MTNISTER FOR LAXNDS:
trre. anyhow,

Mr. SPEAKER: Do T understand that
the Leader of the Opposition takes objee-
tion to a personal remark?

The MIXNTSTER FOR LAXDS: It was
not a persnnal remark.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Then T take exeeption
to it and desire to say that the member
making the statement is 2 bigger dammed
liar than T thourht he wnas.

It is
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The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: 1 am
yue willing to withdraw the statement.

Mr. Tuplor: You only said you were
going to say it.

The MINISTER FOR LANLS: Tie iact
is that no =uch mwessage was ever =ent to
the I[mperial Government. I have never
vommunicated on that or on any other ques-
tion with the Imperial Govermnent, and
ne such message was sent to the Agent
General, to any person connected with the
Government, or with any party or with any
inmigration scheme in the world.

Mr. JJ, H, Smith: Then you have not shut
down on immigration! .

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Here i»
the exact wording of the cable we gent to
London—

Pending migration agreement being
finaliseld request Australia House not ac-
vett 1jgrants for groups until further
notice.

Mr., Thomson: It is time the agreement
was finalised.

The MINTSTER FOR LAXDS: Was 1
not justified in doing so in view of the posi-
tion as T found it? T can get land to-day
that the late Government could not get for
group setilements. T ean get land where
there is no necessity to build railways, where
it i1s hardly necessary to construct any
roads, and where no drainage is required.
I can put my hand to-morrow on a hundred
blocks on which to put settlers and within
the area set out in the agreement. I have
had survevors out looking for land and I
have got the Iand.

Mr. Latham: Repurchased estates?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
Crown landa, and nearer to Perth than where
the groups are wow. That heing so, I want
the people of this State to know that the
Government pledge themselves to continne
the group settlement policy. The Premier
sent a cahle message to London to be read
at the annual Western Australian dinner,
telling the people of Britain that we pro-
rosed to do so; but when we found that the
group settlements were going to cost the
State approximately £4,000,000, it was im-
possible for us to carry on until the new
immigration apgreement was finalised. The
gqueation has been asked, ‘*Why don’t you
accent the ngreement that New South Wales
or Victoria secured?’’ The reason is that
we were informed by Senator Wilson, when
he passed through Perth on his way to Mel-
hourne from London, that the new agree-
ment that the Federal Government proposed
to enter into with the British Government
is better than any agreement existing with
anv State Government in Australin to-davw.
When T finalise an agreement, I want to
have the best obtainable. T will not finalise,
if there ig a better agreement to be obtained.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Neither would
anvone else,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have it on the autherity of the Agent Gen-
era! under date 5th August last that he
could finalise an agreement from Western
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Australia on the basis of the provisions of
the New South Wales and Vietorian agree-
ments to cover all our past activities,

Uon. Sir James Mitchell: That was pro-
mised, of courge,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
not; this is the first time it has ever ap-
pearad in the correspondence. The Agent
(ieneral continued, ‘1 shall have mo diffi-
culty, if you wish, in finalising an agree-
ment to that end.’’ Could wo continue group
suttlement after heing tolil that a better
agrement wourld be available within a few
weeks? Would it bave been wise to do sof
1 mention this to show that the Government
were in the dark as regards the agreement.
When we sent the eable to London asking
that no more migrants he despatched to
Western Australia pending the finalising of
the agreement, there was an ex-army part)
of 20 men heing trained to come to Western
Austraiin, It was répresented to the Gov-
ernment that it would be a breach of faith
not to accept that party. On the statemenis
that the British and Commonwealth Gov-
ernmentz had agreed to Western Australin
being placed on, the sam: basis as Vietoria
and New South Wales, we wired the Federal
Priine Minister as follows: ‘‘Agreeable to
accept this one group if the limitation ot
£1,000 charge was deleted.’’ On the lst
September, four weeks after the Agent
General’s Ietter was written stating that the
provisions of the New South Wales and Vie-
torian agre:ments should apply to our past
activities, the Prime Ministar wired, ' Ad-
viee now received from Migration Offiee,
Lond:m, regretting British Government can-
not aceept cowdition te delete fimit £1,000
capital liability group members on faith
Weatern Australia’s requisition.’’ Did the
Government adopt the attitude that, if thev
world not delete the £1,000 provision, we
would not take the migrants? No, we had
more respeet for the honour of Western Aus-
tralia. The previous (Government had en.
tered into this undertaking, and s¢ we wired
immediately, “We will accept this one
group.’’ That will probably mean a eost ot
£12,00n to £14,000 to the State.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : Bot they ean-
not scleet men for groups.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
requisition had been made. We kept faith
with those people, and gave instructions for
them to be sent along. They will be sailing
noxt month, and when they arrive we shall
have land for them to go on. Yeb we are
charged with stopping not only group set-
tiement hant immigration as a whole,

Mr. Tecsdale: By the Press, not by any-
one here.

The MINISTER FOR LAND3: But
remarks made here on many ocecasions tend
to lead the Press to make the statzments
that are publighed.

Mr. George: But the Press always lead;
we do not!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
heve inereased the number of migrants com-
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ing to this State by 50 per month during
the last few months, and nominations are
voming to hand in numbers every week. Yet
we are charged with closing down on immi-
gration. TUnless we get a better agreement
than the one we have at present, after the
arrival of this next group there will not be
another person while we are in office brought
ovt for group setilement.

Mr, J. H, Smith: Then the charge is
proved.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
not. I am not one to saopport bringing mi-
grants here at a charge of £700 per head to
the State. The State cannot afford it, It
is unfair and unjust

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
that about 20 times already.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS:
shall repeat it as often as I like.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It has nothing
to do with the question.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
unfair and vnjust for any other Government,
British or Commonwealth, to expzet us to
put people on the land, equip them and
stock (their farms without our charging
them the whole of the eost.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell:
this blessed motion?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) said
the Commission was biassed, and he dealt
with the members of it individually. He
gaid, **Mr. Johnson is opposed tooth and
nail to the South-West and can see no good
in it.”! When Mr. Johnson was Minister for
Works he was not opposed to the South-
West, and I say with all respect to those
who have followed him in office that no Min-
ister has cver done more for the South-
Woesl thun has the member for Guildford.

Mr. J. H. Smith: T was talking about
group settlement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: XNo, the
hon. memker said that both the chairman
and Mr. Johnson were opposed tooth and
nail to the South-West and could see no
good in it. This statement was made of
gentlemen who are so respeeted that they
hold some of the best positions in the State.
I have spoken to JMr. Harper only twice in
my life, and ‘hat was after he was ap-
pointed Chairman of the Commission, but 1
rely not only upon the word of outsiders
with whom I have come into eontact, but on
the statement of the hon. member who con-
demmed him, ‘The hon. member said, ‘I do
not question Mr. Harper’s honesty or his
ability, tut I know he has been on the land
himself. Hia father was a prosperous far-
mer. He i3 a gentleman held in high re-
pute.”! ~

Mr. J. H. Smith: I was not saying any-
thing against him personally.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
greater recommendation could be given to
any man?

The Minister for Agriculture:
one-eyed, anyhow,

You have said

And 1

What about

He is not
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My, J. H. Smith:
South-West.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If he was
biassed and prejudiced and through his
bias and prejudice would bring in a wrong
report, then he could not be an honest man.

Mr. Tnomson: Nor could he be a man of
high repute,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: XNo, Yet
the hon. member spoke thug ot the man ap-
pointed, anl no greater recommendation
could be given to any person in Western
Australia. Conld we find anyone in Western
Agustralia who has not said anything for or
against group gettlement!

Mr. Tayler: Mostly against.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ do not
eare where one goes, he would have the
greatest difficulty to find anyone who had
not said something about group settflement.
But we rely upon the honesty of the men ap-
pointed to make the investigation, Person-
ally, I do not care who are appointed to the
commission of inquiry. I de not think they
will find out any more than [ myself have
found out.

Mr. Richardson: Hear, hear!

Mr. Latham: I guite agree with yon on
that point.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: How-
ever, an inquiry was promised and having
been promised there is a possibility of
some good emanating from the recom-
mendations that will be made. The Com-
mission might be able to recommend cer-
tain alterations in tbe manner of preparing
the farms. If we could bring the cost of
preparing the farms down to £1,000—the
officers do not think it can be done—we
could go on under our agreement, If the
Commission coald show that the land
eould be cleared much cheaper than it is
being cleared at present, there would bhe a
possilility of continuing vnder the agree-
ment.  An inquiry will be for the benefit
of the State. Tt will not he for the purpose
of making » hit at the Leader of the Op-
position. T do not think there is any mem-
ber on the Cemmission or off it that desires
to condemn the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do not bother
about me.

Mr. Richardson: There are ome or two
people ontside,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
there are some outside that would hang
me if they could.

Mr. Teesdale: Your turn will come.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T 4o
not worry about anyone outside. The
seheme was started in all good faith. It
was thought it could be carried out on the
basis of £1,000 per settler. It was thought
the interest would be covered by the ve-
bate received from the British autborities.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: So it would,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
obtained a legal opinion on this matter
and I am perfectly satisfied with it.

Hon. Sir Jamea Mitchell: It snited you.

He is, regarding the
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 object
to that.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Well, I with-
draw it,
th}?. Latham: [ think you are wrong on
at.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
melnber for Northam has mnever had a
stronger supporter in this House than I
from the time he entered the Champer,

Mr. Teesdale: He recognises it, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
I made my statement to the House regard-
ing group settlement I did not do it with
the intention of condemning group settle-
ment. I did it because I considered it my
duty to advise members of the position.
If I bad stopped migrants from coming
out to group settlements and had not in-
formed members of the cxaet pesition, 1
should have been condemned immediately
thronghout the lenmgth and breadth of the
State. I bad to inform members for my
own safety, because I could not have car-
ried on otherwise. It would have suited
me far better if we could have prepared
these farms at a eost of £1,000 or leas. It
would have suited me far better if the
two-thirda interest was going into the
scheme as a whole, because I was anxious
to continue the group settlements,

Honr. Sir James Mitchell: So it is.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mem-
bers know that I have always been desir-
ous of getting the empty spaces of the
State filled by population, The member
for Nelson said, ‘‘There is a member of
the Commission’’—I infer he meant Mr.
Lindsay—*‘whe, I believe, will posaibly
give us a fair report, but I believe he will
he swayed by his interests in the wheat
belt, and in consequence the South-West
will be neglected by him.’’ The hon,
member necd not be afraid of group settle-
ments in the wheat belt unlesa we can buy
land for the purpose. Therefore there
would he no gain to group settlement in
that direction. The hon. member said he
believed Mr. Lindsay would give a fair
and just repoert on the groups.

Mr. J, H. 8mith: T did not say he would
not.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: But
the insinuation is there. The hon., mem-
ber went on to say that Mr, Lindsay would
be swayed becaunse of his interests in the
wheat belt,

Mr. 7. H. Smith: Naturally.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member added, ‘'I have preat respect
for Mr. Moore, but his interests are
centred in other parts of the State, anl
T do not know that he will give the South-
West a fair deal. T helieve the purpose of
the Roval Commission is to attack the
Leader of the Opposition and to find omt
21l his sings and faults.’’

Mr. J. H, Smith: 8¢ I do, if he has any,
T do not know that he has any.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Let us
take the position of the gentlemen who
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constitute the Commigsion. Mr. Aoore, a
wember of another place, Las spent the
greater part of his life in the
West. He has only one object in view
and that is the advancement of Western
Australia, Let us see also bow the Cow-
mission was appeinted. If we had adopted
the course suggested by the Leader of the
Opposition and appeinted a chairman from
this side of the House, there would have
been three on the Commission representing
one party. Instead, we appointed two
from this side of the House a2nd we askeil
the Leader of the Opposition to recom-
mend one from his party. Then we asked
the Lieader of the Country Party to recom-
mend one, and afterwards we vonsidered it
andvisable to wecure the servives of a man
from outside as chairimau, one who did no*
mix in politiea—0-

Mr. J, H, Smith: He attended a political
gatbering.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: -—a wman
wlho was honest and who would be held in
high repute and who possessed ability.
We selected Mr. . W. Harper. 1 kuew
AMy. Harper’s father well as a member of
this House. No more honourable man
came inte this Chamber. Ho far as I can
gather the son is & chip of the old block,
and I believe he will act impartially and
see that the position at the groups is
thoroughly investigated, see that the wit-
pesces will give all the information
posgible, and I am sure that when he
presents his report it will be to the effect
that group settlements in the interests of
Western Australia must be carried on,
am anxious for the Commission to inspect
the groups and see what is being done, I
am anxiovs also to get the advice of the
Commission. Just let me point out one
thing only which shows the necessity for
a change in the policy that has been ob-
served. I told members recently that I
thonght it would be advisable for the
areas to ba cleared by piece work. My
jdea was that clearing should be done
before the migrants went there. One
or two of the groups bave beem com-
peted so far ag the clearing is con-
cerned, that is to say 23 aecres have
been cleared and what has heen earned by
the men engaged in the clearing will enable
them to live between the period of the com-
pletion of the clearing until they have pas-
tures that will enable them to carry stock.
This method of ¢learing has cost much less
than the system that has been in vogue, and
the men enpaged on the work have heen able
to earn as much as from £20 to £30 a month.
That is one improvement that has been
effected.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
have been in the same timber.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Yes; and
the same class of Jand. This shows the need
there was to effect a change. When the
returns eame in, the officers of the depart-
ment said to me, ‘‘This means a reorgan-
isotion of the whole system.’’

It could not

South- -
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AMr. Clydesdale: Are the migrants doing
the work?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Yes
One man has four or five song with him.
He earned no less than £79 and this was
earned at a lower rate than we lad paid
previgously. We had land there that, ander
the sustenauce system, cost £8 an acre to
clear. By pivcework it cost £4 aml the wman's
wages came to £22 for the mouth,

Mr. Panton: They were getting experi-
ence while they were on sustenance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I merely
mention this to show that there is some
necesyity for am inquiry. Wu are effecting
improvements already by degrees, and that
being so, 1 fev]l confident that the members
of the Commission will aet fairly and hon-
eutly by the State. I do not helivve that
any member of the Uommission would under-
tuke work with a prejudiced mind and de-
cide the attitinde he was going to tuke be-
fore carrying out the investigation. If any-
one did that he would not be worthy of the
name of man, and he certainly wonld not be
worthy of a seat in Parliament, Tie mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) is afraid
that the Commission will do something
wrong towards one portion of the State, but
ha does mot nppear to realise that if such
a thing does happen these people will in-
jure themselves as well. It will not be pos-
gible to do damage to one part of the State
without doing damage to the whole of it.
The Leader of the Opposition said that the
action of the Lahour Government had very
nearly driven settlers off the land. I am
inclined to think that those words were
drawn from him by way of interjection.

Hon, Hir James Mitchell: I was refer-
ring to the wheat belt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Let us
face the position as fair-minded wmen. 1f
the Leader of the Opposition did make that
statement he could not have thought over it.
Tt was the Labour Party that, in times of
stress, kept men on the land. The Labour
Party never fook them off, I give the
Leader of the Opposition every credit for
endeavouring to open up the agrieunltural
territory. The work had heen commenced
when he came in to continue it. He adver-
tised the vountry and pointed ofit what it
was capable of doing and stressed the fact
that land that had been considered almost
valueless was capable of producing good
crops. In that way he emcouraged people
to take it np. But when there eame the
time of drought the men were left on their
bleeks without water and without feed for
their stoeck. Thev did not know what to do.
Instead of driving them off, as has been
suggested, the Labour Party sent water out
to them. Tf the areas were too far to per-
mit of pipes bcing laid, water was taken
to the settlern by train. Not only that, but
the Labour Government sent numbers of
men throughout the country to sink dams
for future use and to bore for water. The
settlera werc alse provided with manure,
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seed and assistance generally to help them
to remain on their blocks. The same thing
happened in 1914. The Labour Government
weni to the assistance of the men who were
in need and afterwards approached Parlia-
ment and sought approval of what had been
done, Was that then the Government that
drove the geople off the land? I ask mem-
bers to reflect on the words of the Leader
of the Upposition which were, ‘' Let na face
the position as fair-minded wmen should do.”’
The statement he made was not that of a
fair-minded man., Those who were eritics
at the time and who claimed to be friends
of the farmers were not willing to give a
helping hand. At the same time the work-
ers realised that their very bread and Lntter
depended entirely on land development and
ne Government, National, Country Party or
Liberal, conld have given more substantial
support than that given by the Labour
Party. The Labour Government were bound
to do what they did in self-defence. 1 was
pleased that the Teader of the Opposition
said notbing derogatory against the Com-
mission except perhaps this—
It T wanted an inquiry that would not
impress the publie very considerably, this
Commission wounld suit me very well
Let us view the position again for a few
moments. In the first place the member for
Nelson states that the members of the Com-
mission are not conversant with agricelture
in the South-West, and he adds further that
the chairman is prejudiced. T have already
told the House that the chairman is a man
of ahility, good repute and honeat.

Mr. Taylor: Ile merely said that the
chairman was prejudiced.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: How can
a man be honest if he is prejudiced? I a
man is appeinted ehairman of a Commission
it is understood that he is qualified to per-
form the duties he has been ¢hosen to carry
out, and that he is a man of good repute
and honest. He cannot possibly be honest
if he is .prejudiced before he sets out to
make his inquiry. T understand from the
speech the member for Nelson made that
Mr. Harper visited the Peel Fstate, That
estate at first did not look too inviting. T
myself was a hit prejudieed against it at

the start. I saw it first some 30 vears ago.
Mr, George: It was not very inviting
then. ‘

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, ann
Mr. Harper I believe made some statement
at a conference held at whieh the Peel
Estate was diseussed, He did not, however,
deal with group settlements gemerally, 1
have been informeil that he said the areas
were too small, But now it is the general
jmpression amongst officers of the depart-
ment that the Peel Estate is going to he
the hest portion of the group settlements
—with all due respect to the land at Manji-
mup.

Mr. Latham: Tts gengraphical position wilt
spsmre that.

.pet
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr. Har-
was borm in  Western Australia.
tiis father was honoured in the State.
Everybody respected him. All realized that
when Mr. Harper dealt with a question he
dealt with it fairly and honestly. His son
is of the same calibre, and his opinions
will carry weight in Western Australia, He
is not actively comnected with any politieal
organisation. He is unbiassed in politics
and will fil the position of chairman
of the Commivsion with integrity, ability
and honesty, and will retain the fair repute
the hon. membyr aseribes to him., I am
intermed he has had agriculture thoroughly
drilled into him., He has been trained to
develop land. He has travelled in various
parts of the world for the purpose of ascer-
taining the best methods eof agriculiure.
For a considerable time he has been inter-
ested in 2 farm in the South-West. Conse-
quently I think he will make an admirable
chairman of the Commission. The member
for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson), an-
other member of the Commissign, has also
been long in the State, The Hon. T. Moore,
M.I.C., 13 well resperted and has had a
good deal of experience in the South-West.
The memizer tor York (JMr. Latham) is a
farmer and a man who will deal with the
question fairly and impartially, and sea
that every peint is brought out. The mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Lind:ay) is a success-
fui farmer who understands the position
thoroughly. Consequnently it seems to me
o Dbetter Connmission could have been aj-
pointed, none that would more favourably
impress the people of the State, for every-
body realises that the Commigsioners will
cariy out their duties fairly and fearleasly.
T want to disabuse people’s minds as toe my
attitude towards group settlement. T have
not altered my opinion one iota. T believe
we are going to keep the majority of the
group settlers. I am convinced that group
seftlement will be & success in this State.
We have always held that if we ean keep
even sn many as 60 per cent. of the group
settlers we shall be doing very well. Some-
times T think we shall do beiter than that.
T have talked to the settlers, and I have
talked to their wives,

Hon. Bir James Mitchell:
that,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And T
know that a very large number of them are
anxious to be successful. While they main-
tain that disposition there is nothing for
us to fear, I am anxious for the Commis-
sion to get to work as early as possible
and throw some light on the subject, show-
ing us how to carry out the project at a
reduced cost, pointing out whether the areas
of land allotted to the setlers are too large
or too small, advising uvs as to the best pas-
turey to be sown. On this point there is
a wide diffevence of epinion, not only among
laymen, but amongst the officers of fhe de-
partment. T want the Commission to tell
us what, in their opinion, is the best elass
of stock for the settlers, and the pumber

We all know
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required; to tell us the best pige to supply;
to point out to us the best means of encour-
aging the settlers to get on to their blocks
at an early date and so go on to success.
Nobody knows better than I that what is
wanted in the group settlements at present
is advice for the purpose of showing how
the settlers may become svecessful; of show-
ing them how to deal with thkeir land. T
am satisfied that some of our officers whose
duty it is to instruet the settlers, who should
be rushing in without being pushed, are
not always willing and anxious to engage
in that task.

Mr. Ceorge: That is serious,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I believe
it is true.

Mr. George: Yon ought to get rid of
them,

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I am not
dealing with officers who have been in charge
for a considerable time. However, some
officery T have had to push on. The Royal
Commission on the Peel Estate complained
there was not that unanimity between the
Agricultural Department and the Group Set-
tlement Committee that there should have
been. One officer whom I appointed to that
committee objected to go on it. I told him
it was his duty to go on, and o he went
And afterwards he went running to the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner and asked to be
kept off the eommittee. When I know that
things like that are going on, I feel justified
in saying that some officers are not anxious
to engage in the work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Perhaps they
have too mueh to do.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Tf thai
be so, they should say so; they ought to
declare frankly that they have not the time
to attend to such a committee, and that some
other officers should he secured for the pur-
prose. Then one would know where he was.
However, I believe the Commission will
weigh up all these questions and point out
to us whether it is necessary to have experts
for the purpose of training the settlers on
their farms fo enable them to make a sue-
cess of the work and so secure a living for
their wives and families and a comfortable
competence when they reach old age. We
want men willing to work, anxious to see the
scheme prosper. If we can get such men
T helieve they will bring abont proaperity.
T am certain the Commisgion will deal with
all theser questions fairly and with the one
object in view, namely, the best advantage
to the State.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyme) [8.55]: T
cannot help thioking it would have been
more to the advantage of the State and
to the satisfaction of the people had mem-
bers of Parliament been left off the Com-
mission., A unique opportnnity has been
missed for obtaining help and advertising
the State. On deciding to appoint a Royal
Commission, ths Government would have
been well advired to have got into com-
munieation with the Governments of the
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Eastern States, pointed out how important
was group settlement, not only to Western
Australia but to the whole of Auatralia,
declared that it was still in the experi-
mental stage notwithstanding which it
was already being eopied in other States,
and asked for the assistance of the respeec-
tive directors of agriculture.

The Minister for Lands: Had we got
sueh an officer from the Eastern States he
would lave condemned our lands, because
he would not have understood them.

Mr. ANGELO: The Government should
bave asked the other Governments to make
available to us their various directors of
agriculture, especially the expert from
Victoria who, of course, has dealt with
land very similar to that in the South-
West.

Mr, Clydesdale: The ol cry—* ‘Go to
the other States if you want anything.’’

Mr. E. B. Johnston: ‘*No Western Aus-
tralian need apply.’’

Mr. ANGELO: A precedent has been
established, for a little time ago when we
were appointing the Royal Commission to
inquire into the Education Department——

Mr. Latham: And lunacy as well,

Mr. Marshall: There appears to be occa-
sion for a further inquiry.

Mr. ANGELQ: — we secured a Commis.
gioner from New South Wales, and I have
no occasion for believing that there has
been any complaint against his report, It
would have been much hetter if weé could
have got two or three direetors of agri-
culture from the other States.

The Minister for Agriculture interjected.

Mr. ANGELO: Surely the Minister will
not suggest that other Ministers for Agri.
culture are satisfied with directors whe
are not real experts! They have all helpad
the development of their respective States.

Mr. Lutey: And to be of any use here
they would have to unlearn all they have
learned there. X

Mr. ANGELO: We want expert know:
ledge, and we want unbiassed men. If we
had had such men inquiring into groug
settlement they would have gone back t<
the Eastern States well pleased with om
lands,

Mr. J. H. S8mith: Thev have just aboui
as much knowledge of our South-Wesl
a8 have some of the Commissioners already
appointed.

Mr. ANGELO: The Governments of the
Eastern States would have been only tot
nleased te loan to us their experts
because they are all going te follow witl
similar schemes, and by sending thei
respective directors of agriculture ove:
here they would have heen able to profl
by the mistakes we have already made
T am sorrv the Government did not mak
such appointments as T snggest. Then wn
shoold have had expert knowledge, 8 goo«
advertisement for the State, and a repor
that no one conld have said was hiassed

[The Deputy Speaker tool the Chair.]
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Mz, LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.58]: T am
sorry that so soon after my election I
should have to stand up to protect my-
self againet attacks by fellow members. L
am particularly sorry that the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) should have
made the remarks be did about me.

Mr. Taylor: Wait till you have been
heore as long as I have been.

Mr, Corboy: Wait till he knows more
about you.

Mr. LINDSAY: If only the hon. mem-
ber had been consistent in his remarks I
might have agreed with him. He started
well in this strain—

Amongst the members of the Commis-
gion to whom I refer is the member for
Toodyay. I have nothing to say against
that gentleman. I believe he is honest
jn character and that he is a fair-minded
man.

T take it that may be regarded as a good
reference for o member of a Royal Com-
mission.

Mr. Clydesdale: You will be lucky if you
hold it.

Mr. LINDSAY: The member for Nelson
said he was present at a conference at which
I opposed the development scheme for the
South-West and urged the appointment of
a Royal Commission of inguiry. I deny that
I said amything against the South-West at
that conference, and T did@ not speak until
after the member for Nelson had abused
delegatea from the wheat belt. That was
the firat time I spoke and I did so to reply
to the member for Nelsen. At that confer-
ence the hom, member told delegates that
Brussels’ sprouts grew in the South-West
to a height of 6ft. and rape to 8ft. When 1
replied I said that I was not against the
South-West, and I told the member for Nel-
son that he had not gone far enough, be-
cause I had heard that if the settlers
planted naila there they would grow into

- erowhars,

Member: That is not bad.

Mr. LINDSAY: That conference did not
carry a motion in favour of the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission, but decided
that the matter should be referred to the
executive of the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation and to the Country Party. At that
conference the member for Nelson suggested
the appointment of a eommittee of three to
proceed to the South-West to inquire into
the gronp settlement scheme. He partico-
larly asked that T should be a member ot
that committee. This shows that on two
occasions he asked me to do what I have
been asked by the Government to do mow.
I will quote an extract from a ecountry
paper to show what I said about group
gettlement scheme. The report was as fol-
Tows:—

In dealing with group settlement and
the Peel estate, Mr. Lindsay said that
inereased settlement was necessary, and
he reeognised that the South-West must
be develaped by group settlement methods,
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Enowing the number of failures through
lack of system and policy, and the large
amounts that would bave to be written
off the Country Party bave endeavoured
to get informution of the policy of the
Government in connection with the South-
West, to enable them to assist in ayoid-
ing failures similar to those which have
taken place in the wheat helt.
That was a statement I made during the
elections and T do not think there was any-
thing vnfair about it. [ do not think it
would have been unfair to say that in this
Chamber. [ did not say anything againat
the South-West and the extract I have
quoted is what [ stated in reply to the mem-
ber for Nelson at the partieular conferance
he referred to. I have been appeinted to
carry out a job and [ am not going to allow
my interests in the wheat belt to interfere
with those of the South-West, After all, the in-
terests of the South-West are the interests
of the wheat belt as well as of the rest of
the State. I hope I will do what T should
in order to give of my best sp that the
country may have a fair deal.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN (Guildford)
[9.5]: I regret that I was not in the
House when tbe member for Nelson (Mr, J.
H. Smith) moved his motion. Had I been
bere, I would have asked the hon, member
to withdraw some of the statements he mads,
statements that are not based on faects, 1
regret exceedingly that the hon. member
quoted some of my remarks and pertienlarly
gelected portions that would mislead the
House. Had he read all a totaliy different
meaning would have been conveyed.

Me. J. H. Smith: Were ot the words
that T quoted correct?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Those words
did not convey what I szid and the hon,
member knew that when he quoted them
He must have deliberately selected them so
as to misrepresent my remarks. Y will quote
some of his statements .

Hom, J. H. Smith: Is the hon. member ia
order in reading ‘‘Hansard?’'

AMy. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
sure that he is doing so.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON:
from notes I have made.

My, Taylor: You are reading from
f‘Hansard;’’ you must think we are blind.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Is the hon. member in
order?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is cer-
tainly not in order in reading ‘‘Hansard.’’

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T will refer to
some of the hon. member’s statements.

Mr. J. H. 8mith: The hon. member has
torn a page out of ‘‘Hansard,”’ and is
about to read from it. Ts he in order m
doing so?

Mr. DEPTTY SPEAKER: He is not mn
order.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Then you should order
it to bp taken away from him.

I am not

1 am reading
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: The member tor
Nelson delilerately selected words and sen-
tences which he guoted to the House as re-
preseating my opinion. In doing so, he
distinetly misrepresented my attitude and
distorted my speech, On three or tour dif-
ferent oceasions 1 stated definitely that
tie South-West could Le developed, that i.
wus poml country, and that the only difii-
eulty was that we had not solved the problem
of liow best to bring it under culfivation.
I saiii that the country when cleared green
wns squr.,  Anyone who knows the South-
West must know that what [ stated was
correet.

Mr, 4. H, Swith: Then all that country
there is sour,

Hou, W. D. JOHNSON: Instead of
speadiy money to elear the country in the
most expensive way to get the minimom re-
sult, L said we should adopt a different
course and treat the country in the way
Nature intended, namely, by ring-barking
and permitting Nature to sweeten the laml
insteud of endeavouring to accomplish that
end by heavy expeuditure and by human
effort. Not only did 1 say that in regarl
to the Denmark area but to the South-West
generally. 1 went on to say that it was to the
South-West that we had to look to overcome
those agricultural diffienlties that were dis-
closed in the monthly statistical returns that
demonstrated that we were not producing
in Western Australia sufficient dairy pro-
duets to feed our prople, I stated there was
only une way to overcome that diffeulty
and that was by developing the South-West,
I pointed out that the way we were attempt-
ing to do it was not the most economical,
nor xet e most expeditious way in which to
sectire results. [ said that by those methods
we could not do what we desired at the
earliest possible moment, Ta say that 1
am biassed against the South-West is dis-
tinetly misleading and in doing se the mem-
bBer for Nelson krew he was stating some-
thingr that was wrong. While T was a Min-
ister of the Crown I took as keen an inter-
est in the South-West as eircumstances woulil
permit. The difficulties at that time were
more yrave than they are to-day. I refer
to the ddifficulties as to the relative value of
the South-\West, from the standpoint of
timler production, as compared with agricnl-
tural production. We still have that prob-
lem to-day though net to the mame extent.
When T was Minister for Agriculture the
difficulties between the Agrieultural Depart-
ment and the Foresta Department were more
pronounced, with the result that we conld
not obtain the area of 1and desired so
as to treat the country in the way I sug-
gested to the House it should be dealt with.
The hon. member cannot accuse me of bias
in making a statement of that description.
T investipated the position in the Denmark
area, and at that time T was told that, had
the country been ringharked and sweetened
before settlement, those who went upon the
land there would have heen succesaful from
the start, I was anxions to =ee the land
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dealt with in that way. 1 am prepared to
admit that L may be wrong in my conten-
tions, but 1 consider that that method would
be more effective und more expeditious. The
wember for Nelson knows that when he
made that statement he did me an injustice.
He should not have said that I was Diasgsed
against the South-West, or that 1 had sug-
gested there was no good land there. Had
the hon. member read a sentence or two pre-
ceding thoye he quoted, they would have
contradicted his assertions. I will leave it
at that. | am deeply interested, as a citizen
of Western Australia, in the development
of the South-West, [ was not anxious to
be appeinted » member of the Royal Com-
mission, but now that I am a member of
that hody [ am grateful to the Government
for the opportunity given me te closely in-
vestigate the position. My one desire will
le to solve the problem of the settlement in
the South-West, so. that we may secure the
miuximnm settlement in a minimum space
ot time at a mininwm cost. We have to
overcome the dairying problem and to in-
in the South-West at

erease  production
the c¢arliest possible moment, Ag to
the member for Nelson’s accusatims

against the chairman of the Commission,
i would point out that I have bheen
assoeiatell with agricultural matters for a
number of years, As a Minister I came into
contact with the chairman of the Commis-
sjon en many occasions. I remember that
his Tather before him was looked upon in
this Chamber as one of the fathers of agri-
cultural devclopment. The late Mr. Harper
was & man who possibly did more to con-
vince Parlinment of the need for agrieul-
tural development and expenditure of State
funds on that work than any other person
in Western Australia. He wns constantly
lrawing the attention of Parliament to that
question, and, in order that his son might
fallow in his footsteps, he gave him a special
education to that end. He sent him through-
out different parts of the world where he
conld acquire first-hand up-to-date infor-
mation regarding closer settlement, intense
culinre and other surh information as ia
required for the proper development of the
South-West. The member for Nelson was
not only unfair to me but he did a grave
injustice to one who haa devoted his life
te the development of apgriculture in the
South-West. Not only has Mr. Harper done
hiz part, aa did his father before him, but
he started his practical education in the
South-West. The memher for Nelson men-
tioned that Mr. Harper was at ome time
associated with the Ferndale estate, and he
tried to ridicule his association with it.

Mr, J. H. Smith: He was an absentee
farmer.

Hon. W. P. JOHNSOXN: He was actively
associated with the work at Ferndale.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And he sold out at the
firat opportunity.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. member
has heen distinetly unfair and T regret ex-
eeedingly that he made such unfair attacks
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upon myself and upon the chairman. Gen-
cratly speaking e will find that the members
of the Lommission are just us anxious as
be is—probably they are not so capable as
is the hon. wemier-—to bring about a sat-
isfactory wvesult irom their investigatiouns.
We may not do it in quite the way that the
hon. weraber might de:ire, but we will en-
deavour to do justice to u portion of the
State that must be developed.

Mr, A, WANSBROUGH (Atbany) [9.15]:
It is not my desire to speak on the motion
at length: nor it is my intention to sup-
port the motion. The member for Nelson
bas accused the Royal Commission of being
bigoted, |rejudiced, and binssed. I dis-
sociate myself from that statement.

Mr. I, H, Smith: Of eourse you have all
the facts at your disj.osal.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: The gentlemen
appointed to the Commission are Australian
euough and broud-minded enough to bring
in a report supperted by the weight of evi-
dence. [ merely wish to dissociate myself
from the rcmarks of the member for Nel-
son.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
Hen. M. F. Troy—>Mt. Magnet) [9.16]:
It is most unfortnnate that the member for
XNelson shounld have brooght forward this
motion, becanse his speech showed that he
was most ill-equipped to deal with the sub-
ject with the moderation that it demanded.
The bon. memher spoke about the unseen
hand. When reading the Press report of
his apeech while returoing from Bruce Rock,
it oceurred to me that he must have had a
very bad night hefore he made the speech,
He must have attended the picture entitled
$4The (lutching Hand.'’ .

Mr, Panfon: He said he saw the unseen
hand.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
His mind must have been filled with bys-
teria, because his remarks were character-
istic of the type of mind associated with
hysterical girls, or youths who read the
Deadwood Dick class of literature. The
bon. member has mot conferred upon his
constitvents any advantage by the manner
in which he approached the question. Had
a member not associated with the South-
West moved the motion, it might have car-
ried some weight with the country, but the
conntry realises that the hom. member re-
presents a constitneney that is affected, and
that he might have acted thus because his
constitnency expected him to do so. While
that might have influenced the homn. mem-
ber, why should he seek to cast reflections
upon members of the Commission? Mr.
Harper he holds in the highest Tespect, and
refers to as a man of character and in-
tegrity. What would one expeet of such
a man? Could one expect anything but
the most honest and straightest dealing?
Yet thia man he says is bigoted, biassed
and prejudiced. Tn one breath he pays Mr.
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Harper the highest compliment that could
be paid him; in the next breath ke stigina-
tises him as bipeted, biassed and prejo-
diced. It iy impossible to reconcile the two
stutements. Tne Lon, member spoke as a
Lhysterieal child.  Apart from the mewmber
for York, who belongs to his ewu purty,
there is not & member of the Commission
he dues not distrust,

Mr., Latham: According to the speech,
I am as bad as the rest.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICCULTURE:
The Upposition tell us there is no necessity
for a Commission and ask why the Gov-
erument have appoinfed a Commigsion.

Mr, Latham: For the reason the Minister
ior Lands said it was mot necessary.

The MINISTER FOR AGRIVCULTURE:
The Guvermment of which the member for
Northaw was a member, appointed a siwilar
Comwmission 0 1916,  That ¢ onunission
read—

To John Owen Giles, Ksq., Frank Evans
Venn, Esq.,, Henry Harold Paynter, idsq.,
and  Barvard Lionel Ularkson, Esq.
liveeting: Whereas it is desirable that a
Itoyal Commission should be appointed to
inguire info and report upon the position
generally of the farming industry in
Western Australia, the improvement of
the conditions under whieh sueh industry
is carried on, and the methods necessary
to ensure such improvements, the exten-
sion of the industry with the view to
increase in production to the fullest pos-
sible extent, with recommendations as to
further settlement of the lands in the
Sputh-Western division, etc.

That was signed ‘*James Mitchell, Minister
for Industries.”” Ilardly had the member
tor Northam taken office in 191# when he
appointed t.ut Commission. Why are the
Upposition atraid of the Giroup Settlement
Commission? Did members of the Labour
Party talk about the unseen hand or the
clutching hand when the Agrieuliural
Commission was appointed! We had just
left office. We had been five years in office.
The Leader of the Opposition was not fair
in stating that the action of the Scaddan
Government nearly drove the farmers oft
the land. He knows that is not true. Did
not tie Labour (Government stand to the
farmers in a way that made it possible for
them to remain or the land!

Mr. Latham: He way referring to the
lapd regulation.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The land regulations were in keeping with
the Land Act which the member for Nor-
tham assisted to pass. Men came to this
State and appeared before the land board
and obtained land against the bona fide
selector.

Me. J. H, Smith: On a peint of order,
has this anything to de with the personnel
of the Royal Commission

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I take it the
hon. member is drawing an analogy be-
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tween thia Commission and a former Com-
mission,

Mr. J. H. Smith: A very wide analogy.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURM:
It is quite disorderly for the hon. member
to interrupt in that way, and [ hope he will
be kept in order. These men took up land,
sold it, and trefficked in it, and yet the law
had been cnacted by the previous Govern-
ment, of which the present Leader of the
Opposition was a member.

Mr. Taylor: You are referring to Bath's
regulation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICGLTURE:
Yes, and it had the e@ect of preventing
trafficking in land. When the Agricultural
Commission was appointed the OUpposition
ot the day did not object. They did not
fear some clutching hand or unseen hand
exerting influence to their detriment. They
allowed the Commission to eperate, and it
did yo. L hope the results proved of value
to the State. What have the Opposition to
tear from the Group Settlement Commis-
sion? The gelection of the members did not
rest wholly with the Government. The Gov-
erument acted as iave no previous Uovern-
ment in appointing a Commission, All other
Governments have appointed their own Com-
missions without consulting anyone. The
present Government appeointed two members
to the Cemmission and invited the Opposi-
tion to seleet two members, and then the
Government appointed an outside chairman,
a man who has never been a supporter of
the Labour Party. With Mr. Harper the
member for Nelson sat in the same party
for three years and was asgsociated with
him. At that time he had no objection to
Mr, Harper. Hia objection arises now sinee
he has severed his eonnection with the coun-
try Paiiy. Could any Covernment have
acvied more honourably? For the first time
in the history of this State or that of any
other State 1 know of, the Government ap-
pointed two members from each side of the
House and a chairman from outside,

Mr. Themson: No, they gave this side an
opportunity to appoint two men.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is so, and yet thc member for Nelson
is not eatisfied. What is he afraid of? He
raised objeetion to the member for Guild-
ford (Ilon. W. D. Johnson). Does he know
that whereas when Sir James Mitchell was
in office the settlers at Denmark had to pay
heavy rontals, the member for Guildford
went down and reduced their rentals and
made it possible for those people to live?
Sir James MMitchell did not de that. We
are accused of playing wp to the Country
Party. For what purpose, I should like to
know? We are not children. I have been
in the House 20 years, and T know that on
the verv day the Lahour Party lose their
majority, they will go ont. I have had ex-
periener.  We pander to ro party; we con-
sider no party outside our own, and we do
not propese to. T sat with the Labour
Party on this side of the House when the
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farmers must have left their holdihge but
for the support and initiative shown by us.. *
We established boards that now aet for the
farmera; all the organisation of the pool
was created by us., Yet we know that im-
mediately we lose cur majority, out we ghall
go by the vote of members opposite. We
labour under no delusions. When the Coun-
try LParty becomes the dominant party in
this House, they will take their place rightly
on this side of the HHouse. We expect that
from them. But we also expect from the
House as decent a deal as we gave members.
vppogite. The member for Gascoyme (Mr.
Angclo) said we should import a chairman
ifrom the Eastern States, but the Leader of
the Opposition said he did not agree with
the idea of bringing a man from the East.
Members opposite do not know where they
stand. Onc faces east; another faces west.
One wanta us to bring a man from the East;
another says he dovs not want a man from
the Kast. Anyhow why should we bring a
man from the Kast? Are not the wen in
this Btate competent to judge! What can
ansone from the East tell us about our own
land! What knowledge have they that we
Ao not jossess? The mrmber for Nelson
kas accuscd me of having made a speech
containing some expression Jetrimental to
the South-West. I repeat what I said at
Trayning reeently and what I have stated
in this House, that in a country like West-
ern Australia with its deficit of over six
million pounds, with its small population,
its great burden of development and heavy
taxation, we should expend our money on
those industries that will bring the biggest
refurn. We should build vp those industries
first, and when they become prosperous
with a stable population, they will bear the
interest bill to develop the more diffienlt
portion of the State, By that opinion I still
stand. Agr 2 member of the Government T
should be glad to see the South-West pros-
per. T have suftivient foith in members of
the Hovse to know they are not Qishonour-
able men. They bave not all got visions of
cluteching and unseen hands. When put
upon their mettle, I am satisfied they would
pive a fair deal. I hope members will not
be influenced by this attack. 1 hope the
chairman will not bhe influenced by the un-
worthy attack made wpon him, I hope the
Commission will do their duty hy giving the
State the best of their knowledge and ability
regarding the settlement of the South-West.
The member for Nelson will be well advised
to let the matter drop. He has done no
service to his electorate although he thinks
e may have done.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Ts that a threat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICTLTURE:
Do not he childish! Apother unseen hand!

Mr. J. H. Smith: It might be se.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think the hon. member is normal.

Mer. J. H. Smith: If you were half as
normal, yon would be all right.
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The MINISTER FUR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member has been foolish enough
to give the country the impression that Par
liament is againgt the development of the
South-West, and he knows that is mot cor-
reet. He bag also given the impression that
as the representative of Nelson be is afraid
of an inquiry into the expenditure in the
South-West. If he is not afraid, why is he
oppesing the Commission?

Mr. J. H. Smith: I am not opposing the
Commission. Did I not advocate it om
the Address-in-repiy?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE.
Not only did the hon. member oppose it.
but he has spoken in terms of condemna-
tion of the gentlemen who comprise it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: XNow you are geiiing
baeck to the facts. T take exception Lo the
chairman.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
And to the other members.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Yes.

Mr. Thomson: Becanse no member of
the Commission is couversant with the
South-Weast.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mr. Harper bad a place at Ferndale. The
member for Nelson condemns Mr. Harper
on the ground that he dces not know ths
South-West, and says he has taken mere
out of Ferndale than he ever put into it.

Mr. J. H. Smith: He so0ld it at a profis,
because the land increased in value. Tt was
uncarned inerement.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If his objeetion to Mr. Harper had been
that he had lost money in the South-West
and munddled bis affairs, there might have
been something in his complaint, put that
was not the case.

Mr. T. H. 8mith: He is a land sj-cculator.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. memier's objection now is that
Mr. Harper made money out of nis Sontp-
West property. He proved tha! it was a
good property, and made a aneiss of L
Arc there any members oppoaite whe have
properties in the South-West, but have dire
nothing with them? T know cf sore who
have properties there, but what have they
done with them?

Mr. J. H. Smith: That baa nothing 10 d3
with the Commission.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURY:
The less members say about people who
hold properties in the South-West and
have done nothing with them, the better
for themselves. This side of the House
bhas been very tolerant in Tespeet to that
matter. Those who talk like this abount
the South-West should themselves set the
example.

Mr. Richardsonm :
peoplet

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some have held land there for years and
have done nothing with it.

Mr. Teesdale: A lot of land was held
along the (rest Weatern railway, and
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netking was done with it. We recognised
that the people concerned could not help
themselves,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When was that?

Mr. Teesdale: At one time,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. membar made the most of it too,

Mr. Teesdale: It has never been men-
tioned.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Those people spent their money there and
lost it, but members opposite made the
most of the occasion, They had maps
printed showing the land that was taken
up, and had them published in the Eastern
States as evidence that the Government of
the day had obtained land that others
could not get. The less the horn. member
says about that the better. I was in the
Honse at the time, and I know how utterly
un-erupulous the then Opposition was, asg
well as the Preas of the State in regard to
what was a bona fide proposition,

Mr. Teesdale: No one questions that.

The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURE:
It was a decent propasition, in which these
gentlemen lost their money.

Mr, Teesdale: You need not bring it
all up.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURL:
We are quite prepared to give the South-
West a fair deal. It is safe in the hands
of the Minister for Lands. The House
knows the necessity for the inquiry. A
few weeks ago for the first time we knew
of the existence of the agreement, and its
conditions, of which we were in ignorance
in the past,

Mr. Thomson: We knew of the agree-
ment, but did not know we were going to
gpensl 80 mueh more than it provided,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We knew nothing about the econditions.
Becauge this Government was in office we
learned something we had not known be-
fore, The member for Nelson would be
well advised to say nothing more abont
the Commission, hecanse of the harm he
may do te the South-West and his
electorate.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is a matter of
opinion,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
He is casting a reflection upon the mem.
bers of the Commission and their ability
and character, but he desires to be associ.
ated with them personally. He says he
does not trust them, but will shake hands
with them outside, His remarks are & re-
flection vpon them, and his action is not
an honourable one, T advise him to let
the matter drop.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [9.35]): I do
not intend to say much. .

Mr. Marshall: You are making big pre-
parations.



‘094

- Mr GRIFEFITHS: Wil the hon, member
be yuiet! The Jinister tor Lands has
stated that the impression has got abroad
that things are not aH right in the South-
West, | cvan bear out the truth of that
statement, When [ was electioneering I was
repeatedly tackled in alwost every ceatre
about the South-West. People said, *“ Do you
not think a Royal Commission should be
appointed lo investigate what is going on
there.'’  All sorts of yuistions were put to
me.  When 1 heard the member for York
(Mr. Lathapr) say he did not think a Royal
Comuwisgion was necesgsary I felt construined
te bring torward a li:tle incident that may
interest the House.

AMr, Latbam: | cise tu a point of order.
This motion does not refer to the gnestion
of appointing a Royal Commission, but to
its p.ernonnel,

My, Heron: You de not like it to come
vut,
Mr, SPEZAKER: There has been o vast

amwount ol latitmie allowed dvring this de-
bate, traversing the ned tor a Royal Cou-
mission, a< well as the eharacter and per-
sonnel of it, and 1 do not feel inelined at
this stage tu curtail the debate.

AMr. GRIFFITHS: I thank you, Sir. The
interjection of the member for York was
nnealled for.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not refleet upon another hon. mem-

ber.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In an informal way L
came into possession of a little information
through a new cham ! met at North Fre-
mantle. He invited me to his honse. After
a while his wife, who bad Dbeen out shop-
ping, returned home. She said she had met
Mrs, Smith, and asked what she was dolug
in Fremantle. Mrs, Smith said she was not
on the bloek in the South-West with her
husband, because she bad a position in Nerth
Fremantle, She went on te say she was go-
ing to save all she could, and her husband
was going to do the same out of his allow-
ance of 10s. a day. They knew that when
the time came for them to take op their
block the eapitalisation charge would be
too heavy for them, and they intended upon
their combined savings to go fo Queensland.
If on arrival in Queensland they found
things different from what they expected,
they intended to go back to the Old Country
This shows there is some ground for the
appointment of a Royal Commission.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [9.40]: T did not
intend to say anything on this motion, he.
cause I am to be one of the judges unless
the motion is carried. Many members have
made it appear that T am not in sympathy
with the South-West. That is very unfair.
1 atated it was not neccssary to appoint a
Royal Commission to obtain this infermu
tion. I helieve the Minister for Lands can
get it guite as well as we can.

Alr. Tavlor: He has it already.

Mr. LATHAM: He has the Treasury be
hind him to enable him to get it. I daresav
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the Minister vould get the information much
chenper than it can be obtained through the
Royal Commission,

The Minister for Lands: 1 have got a
great deal already.

Mr. LATHAM: We have secu a lot of
the useful information the Minister has se-
cured. The reason why I said it was not
hecessary to appeint & Royal Commission
was that I feared it could uwot tumctien in
time to report to the Houvse before we were
asked to authorise the expenditure of one
and a quarter millivn pounds. It is unfair
to suggest I did ot tlink the Commission
wis arecessary. No larm will come of 8
thorough and vxbaustive iequiry 1y com-
petent and cupable men.

Mr. Funton: Such as we have got,

Nir. LATHAM : I do uot know about that.
I win not going tu eapress an opinion re-
warding  the members of the Commission,
Pouili mever ecedit any man with dislumesty
nmdl | opreve that be is dishonest. We might
have got men better gualified for the posi-
tion, Lot | have no desire to comntdemn the
Commission when the Premier thinks those
who constitute it are qualified to make the
report, Any preconceived idess I may have
had ¥ am willing to forget. My only desire
is to obtain evidence that will enable ua to
trame z report so that we may tell the peo-
ple, if things are not what they ought to
be, what shovld e done to remedy the mis-
takes.

The Minister for Lands: That is all you
want,

Mr, LATHAM: Yes, There is no need
lor members to say that the gentlemen serv-
ing on the Commission are biassed or bhiz-
oted,  People frequently say things without
knowing what cffect they may have after.
wards. Although 1 have expressed certain
opinions on the floor of the House I van for-
get them in my examination of witnesses,
aml will judge upon the evidence that is
placed before me. T feel I am eompetent to
extract from witnesses the evidence that I
think will be telling, so that T may be able
to assist in framing a report that will be of
service to the country.

Mr. THOMSOXN (Katanning) [9.43]: I
regret that the member for Nelson shounld
have seen fit to move this motion. He was
within hig rights in doing so, but it would
have heen wiser had he left the matter
alone, By inference he sugpgested that
members sitting on the Cross Benches are
opposed to pronp settlement, Those who
are associnted with ne, and the organisa-
tion ta which T have the honour to belong,
eannot he proved te he oppesed to group
settlement. We have maintained from the
outset of the scheme that we wished it to
be conducted on sound and safe lines,
When the Minister for Lands made his
statement three or four weeks ago, that
was the first fime this House and the State
heeame acquainted with the true position
regarding gronp settlement. There has heen
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some misrepresenfation, For instance, it
bas been stated that we were mot aware of
the agreement. Why, that agreement is
recorded in our proceedings. It was actu-
ally laid on the Table of the Hovse. !
agreement distinetly lays down the maxi-
mum amount of money which can, under it,
be legitimately charged against a settler,
and that maximom is £1,000, I am sure
no one will accuse the Minister for Lands
of being biassed. He gave the House a
plain, unvarnished statement of the facts
of group settlement. The position disclosed
by him is so serious as to justify an in-
quiry. 1 have absolute confidence in the
personnel of the Royal Commission, which I
regard as one of the fairest ever appointed.
The Premier gave this side of the House
the privilege of nominating two members
of the Commission, He did not say to us,
*“We will appoint this man,’” or ‘*We will
appoint that wman.’” When he approached
me, asking me to select a member from the
party which I have the honour to lead, he
gave no expression of opinion whatever as
to who it should be. I know it was expected
by some hon. members on this side of the
House that T would immediately seize the
opportunity to put myself on the Commis-
sion. Doubtless I would then have been
aceused of bias, seeing that I have criti-
cised the administraiion of the scheme from
its inception. I regret to say that, from
the farts submitted to us by the Minister
for Lands, it appears that my criticisms are
only tov well justified. However, from my
point of view there i8 a greater issue at
stake. The issue is nof, as the mover of
the motion wonld have us believe, that the
Comuission are out aimply to make the
Leader of the Opposition a seapegoat. The
issue is a great one. Millions of pounds of
the State’s money are involved. Despite
the statement of fhe Minister that he has
the information already, I believe the re-
sult of the Commission’s inquiries and de-
liberations will be valunable. I believe the
members of the Commission will bring in a
true report. Further, if they can recommend
methods by which the group settlements can
be brought within the limits of the
agreement as first arranged, namely a
maximum dehit of £5.000 for each settler,
their labours wil he of the utmost
value to Western Australia. Neither the
Country Party nor the orvgamisation to
which the members of tbat party have the
honour to belong are, or ever have heen,
opposed to group settlement, though we
have been very dubious abhout the ad-
ministration of the scheme, Our doubils
are proved to have been justified, in the
light of the fact that the maximom under
the ugrecment has heen exceeded by £700
up to date,

Mr. Latham: Not mauy bave been ex-
ceeded yet, thongh they may be ultimately,

Mr. J. H. Smith: The ¢ost is Iess than
£1,00 to-day, and the Minister for Lands
must admit it,
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The Minister for Lards: No. The estl-
mate I gave you was an average.

Mr. THOMSON: I believe the statement
of the Minister in charge of group settle-
ment. Noit for ome moment de I believe
that the hon. gentleman would take the
serious step of preventing more group
settlers from coming here, unless he was
absolutely convinced that the figures sup
plied to him by the departmental officers
are correct. The member for Nelgon wouild
do wel to withdraw his motion. It is
wrong to accuse members of thiz House of
being biassed.

Mr, E. B, Johnston: The member for
Nelson should apologise t¢ the chairman
of the Commission.

Mr. THOMSBON: Certainly it was wrong
to accuse the chairman alse of being
biazssed. I regret the very suggestion that
the Government, in appointing the Rowal
Commission, desired to make a seapegout
of any member of this Chamber., The
members of the present Government stated
clearly on the bustings that they would
appoint a Royal Commission to inguire
into group settlement for two reasons, that
the State might know where it stood, and
the settlers where they stood.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [9.54]: 1
have listened with great patience to the
debate on the motion, I have also listened
to all the debates which have taken-place
in this Chamber on group settlement,
though I did not take part in any of them
I am sorry that the Royal Commission are
starting out under such a heavy handieap.
Certainly the present debate will not make
the Commissioncrs feel too satisfied. How-
ever, it is only in keeping with 80 per
cent. of the statements I have heard
and read about gronp settloment sver since
its inception. Nobody has made the bald
statement that he is against group settle-
ment. On the contrary, everyoame is 1in
favour of it; but the favour is 30 restrieted
as to damp the ardour of every group
gettler who comes out here.

Mr. Richardson: That is the position in
a nutshell,

Mr. TAYLOR: If I were a group settler
and read the utterances of members of
Parliament and cerfain Press articles, [
would feel like walking off the land. There
is never a helping hand or a cheering voice
to buay the settlers up with hope of sue-
¢ess, Everybody says, ‘I believe in group
settlement, but I dJdoubt wvery much
whether, if this is not done, or that is not
done, the scheme will not fail.’’ That 1+
not the way to encourage setilement of
the land. 1f the pionmeers of the Eastern
States had been dampened by everybody
as our new arrivals on the groups have
been and are being dampened, I fear the
development of the Eastern States would
have V‘een greatly retarded. Tt is true
that the pioneera of the Eastern States
got no sustenance. Fowever, ibey strug-
gled for a crust, and they developed their
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lagda  The member for Avon (Mr.
Grifiths) has advertised the fact, in his
opinion, that the group settlers are omly
waiting to make a little wealth and will
then get eut of the Btate.

Mr. Griffiths: Should the fact be kept
upknown that wen on the groups are umnder
such a load of debt that thay cannot
carry anl

Mr. TAYLOR: If 1 were spaaking to
the group seitlers, I would cheer them up.
I would teli them that in the Eastern
States the couniry wes eleared without
sustenanee, and tbat the pioveers therc
sold wheat at 2s. 9d. per bushel and rearad
families of & fine type. I hope the debate
will do some good. With the member for
Gascayne (Mr. Angelo), I hold that the
Government would have acted more wisely
had they appointed a Commission outside
of those who have already expressed
views, whether adverse or favourable, on
group csettlement. It would have been
better, because our hope must be that the
Commission will give a repert which will
be accepted by the House as honest and
fair, I know most of the Commissioners,
though I do not know the chairman, whom
I have mever met. Notwithstanding any
party feeling there may be in the House,

bope that when those members sit
around the Commission table to take
evidence, they will do their utmest to
agcertain where the faults and leakages
have been, and to give a faithful report
to the House. If our group settlements
fail, our prosperity as a State will be
reterded for years.

The Minister for Lands: Group settle-
ment will not fril

My, J. H. SMITH (XNelson—in reply)
[9.57]: .Aznyone hearing the specches made
for and against the motion might weill be-
liave that I was opposed to a Commission
to inquire into the gromp settlement and the
South-West generslly. That, however, I8
quite incorrect. I advocated inquiry,
whether by Royal Commission or by select
committee. Members seem to have lost sight
of the motion itself. The Minister for
Lands, when addressing the House, wandered
away from the subject as far as possible,
and so did every other member who spoke.
If I may, I will read my motion—

That in the opinion of this House the
personnel of the Royal Commission on
Group Settlement has not the confildence
of the State generally and the South-
West in particnlar, for the following
reasons . . .

and then I give my reasons,

Mer. Fanten: That was the trouble.

Mr. J. H. 8MITH: Tt has heen suggested
to me by the Leader of the Countrv Party
and the Minister for Lands that T should
withdraw my motion. I intend to push the
motion to a division, if I can get only one
voice in addition to my own. The motion

deals with the most momentous question be-
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fore thiz country to-day. I believe the
chairman of the Commisgion to be biasged,
and I still believe that there is an ungeen
band behind the whole thing. The Minister
for Agriculture talks about a biagsed mind,
Is there a more biassed mind in this Cham.
ber than the Minister’s?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect upon other members.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister reflected
epou me, Sir, and he was not ealled to order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you should have
called attention to it.

Mr. J. IL SMITH: Well, he did not eall
attention to this. Speaking at Trayning the
other day the Minister lauded the qualities
of the wheat-growing areas and said, ‘‘We
have the legacy of the South-West to
earry.’’

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
quile correct,

Mr. J. I, SMITH: Yet he ohjects to wmy
saying the chairman of the Commisgion is
bisssed! The Minister probably is an hon.
ourable man, but ke is hiassed against the
South-West, as was shown in his utterances
at Trayning. A man can be honourable in
many directions and yet his mind be warped.
1 say the mind of the chairman of the Com-
mieston is warped. We had the Minister
for Lands saying the chairman of the Com-
mission i not allied with any politieal party.
[mmediately afterwards the Minister for
Agriculture said the chairman of the Com-
mission wag allied to the party to which I
once belunged. There wag coatradiction by
one Minister of another!

The Minister for Lands: I said ke never
took an active part.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: At a gathering
called for political purposes he read a paper
condemning the whole of the South-Weat,
saying that we could not dairy more than
three or four months of the year. The mem-
Ler for Albany (Mr. A. Wansbrough) says
he is satisfied with the Royal Commission.
I regret that, I am not satisfied with
the personnel of the Commission. L
realise that the Commission was necessary,
for many reasons, but I am convinced that
it is a biassed one. To prove that we have
difficulties down there. 1 want to point out
that five weeks ago 12 settlers, new arrivals,
went on to Group 104 at Northeliffe, Those
nien have come to Perth becanse of a strike
or lockout in the group.

. Mr. Panton: Is the hon. member in order
in introducing new matter in his reply?

Mr. BPEAKER: XNo. The hon. member
must confine himgelf to a summary of the
debate and to replying to arguments made.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I expected that the
#ag would be put wpon me this evening.

AMr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in aceusing anybody of putting the
rag npon him.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: At all events, to.
morrow I will take steps to——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in threatening to take any steps.
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The hon. member will resume his seat while

I am on my feet,

S .\gr. J. H. BMITH: What is the point,
ir

Mr, Teesdale: The point is that you arc
not. 'lllo“ed to do what pthers may do.

SPEAKER: Tke hon, member must
w:thdmw that statement.

Mr. Teesdale: I withdraw.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Apparently I must
not introduce any new matter.

Mr. Taylor: The hon. member is merely
replying to arguments; they were all over
the place.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Never mind. I wﬂl
eome to the member for Toodyay.

The Minister for Agriculture: On a point
of order. The hon. member. is guilty of
contempt of the Chamber in making sotto
voce statements snd muttering about with-
drawing. I ask the hon. member to reaspect
the decision of the Chair. He is not in order
in reflecting on the Chair.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
the Chair, not for you.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of
oriler?

The Minister for Agriculture: That the
hon. member must respeet the Chair.

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a point of
order. I have drawn tle hon. member’s
attention to his utterances and told him that
he must not threaten the House or ba re-
flective on the ruling of the Speaker.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have not done that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
not debate the point.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If I have shown dis-
respect to the Chair, I regret it. The mem-
ber for Toodyay {Mr. Lindsay) said I had
addressed a party conference and heaped
abuse upon some of those present who had
condemned the South-West. I did so in no
oncertain language. I adopted the same
attitude then as I adopt to-day. I believe
there is a concerted move amongst the
wheatgrowers and those in the northern part
of the State to prevent the development of
the South-West.

Mr. Thomsen: Oh, rubbish!

Mr. J. H, SMITH: 1 do not see why an
important question like this should be made
the plaything of party politivs. The Gov-
ernment have appointed to the Commission
a biassed chairman. Could they not have
appointed & man outside of polities alte-
gether? Wonld not the public have appree-
iated it, and would not the people of the
Ol Country, who are sending us their
migrants, have approved of it? Why shonld
it be made a plaything, as are so many
guestions in this House, where men vofe
against their convictions time after time be-
cause the whips crask and they have to do
it. That is why I am so bitter against this
appointment and contend that memkters
sliould rise up and comlemn the whole thing
rather than approve of this ramp that is
being prt over the State in general and the
Sonth-West in particular. T know there is
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2n unseen hand at work. I will point cut
trom the Minister s owa words that this was
a premeditated Colnmission. The member
for Guildford (Hon. W, D. Johnsonr) has
reiterated to-night that he is binssed against
the South-West, He endeavoured to read
from ' ‘ Hansard’’ with a view to contradict-
ing the statement I made the other night,
every line of which is true. To-night he re-
peated bis previous statement that the coun-
try is sour, that it takes seven years to bring
it into a condition to grow grasses and other
fodders. Yet we are gettling migrants down
there to-day, and they are growing fodders
of every description within two years. The
hon. memher went on to say that he was
a special friend of the chairman of the Com-
mission and had known him for many ycara
There again I sce collusion in the whols
thing. The hon. member said it takes seven
yearg to make good in the South-West; yet
he professes to go down there as a member
of the Commission with an unbiassed and
unprejudiced mind! I am not afraid for
the South-West, nor do I fear any influenm
that the Minister for Apriculture can bring
to bear upon the Commission,

The Minister for Agrieulture: Well, what
is all the noise about; all the shouting and
the tumult?

My, J. H, SMITH: I will do all the shourt-
irg I desire, and the Minister shall not pre-
vent me. I am not afraid that the South-
West will not come into its own. This great
scheme, launched by the ex-Premier, will
go on despite all that Beaufort-street moay
say, notwithstanding that the Minister for
Lands has told us he is going to have only
one more group, and then no further immi-
gration,

The Minister for Landa:
that at all.

AMr, J, H, SMITH: The Minister for
Lands told ws that group settlement wonld
continue, ond in the next breath he said
that unless the agreement were altered only
nne more group would arrive and there
weuld be no more immigration. Is that net
trune! That is what the Minister said. If
fe has made up his mind on this point, where
is the nevessity for the biassed Commission?d
I know where the ery for no more immigra-
tion comes from. Beanfort-street is behind
the whole thirg. Although we can bring
Ttalian< into the State and find them immed-
iate employment, there are in Perth to-night
a dozen men and women from the groups
looking for charity. Hundreds of people in
Perth cannnt got emploament. The Minister
for Lands apoke far over an bour, yet de-
voted less than five minutes to the personnel
of the Commission. TFEven then all he said
was that the chairman of the Commission
had no cornertinn with any politieal party:
and that was eontradieted by the Minister
for Agricnlture, Thea the Minister for
Lands had recourse to abuse and said that
somethine was a damned lie. T never tell
Bea: if T do, they are only white ones, and
if T make o mistake T am alwavs readv to
withdraw. But T want to say this—and we

I did not say
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shall see whether. the  Minister for Lands
(deelares this to ke a danmed lie—that since
the Minister has been eontrolling group set-
tlement De lLas yot proups 20 miles out from
a railway. Is that a damued lie?

The Minister for Lands: Some were there
hejore J took over the scheme,

Mr. J. H, SMITH: He has groups 20
miles out from a railway in a locality where
the Agricvltural Bank lest thousands of
pounds in 1811 and 1912, Settlers went
there and failed after struggling for years,
and yet uroups are heing established thero
to-day. There is no damned lie about that.

The Minister for Lands: You told me the
land was splendid and not to take any notice
of that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: XNo better land is
avuilabde in auy part of the world, but it
lacks railway communieation. I am not
afraid of the future of the group settlements
nor of the inguiries that are to be maie,
The land is the best in the State and the
settlers mnst make good. The Miuister for
Lands quoted from ‘‘ Hansard'' some of the
statements I made last year or the year
before in which I referred to the Govern-
ment having fallen dewn on their jobh, and
that there was a By in the ointment. I did
make those statements; T had a right te
eriticise the then Government and T did so.
We must make provision for the future and
I helievre no nrovigsion has been made for
dairy stock to-day. The present Government
have fallen dewn on their joh just as the
late Government fell down on their job too.

Hon. .JJ. Cumnningham: You are talking a
lot of rubhish.

Mr. 7. H. SMITH: T am talking about
dairy cows, about which the Honorary Min-
iater knows very little. T have always said
that the Minister for Lands was one of the
best men we conld  have as Minister in
charge of group settlements, for T know he
will make 2 success of them if be ecan.
Nespite what the Roval Commission may say
and despite the little strings pulled behind
bim T helieve the Minister will go ahead
and make a sueeess of the scheme, I know
he has a rough row to hoe at the present
time. T am pleased to know that Crown land
hag been secured for group settlers, possibly
nearer to markets than ig the extreme South-
West. T brought forward the same proposi-
tion a considerahle time ago, but the late
Government apparently had no faith in my
recommendation and did not go on with the
proposition. T trust his efforts will not he
affected bty anv vecret conelave when the
matter comes to be dealt with in another
place. T trnst the Minister will have a
solid backing hehind him.

Mr, Panton: The Minister for Lands will
have less trouble than the Leader of the Op-
pasition had with his party.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I heliere the ap-
pointment of the Royal Commission is the
worat move made in the history of Western
Australia, and that the Miniater has, to
a great extent, fallen down on his job in
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appointing suech a (‘ommission, more par-
ticularly in lis wppointment of s rvhair-
man whp, by his public utterances, has
proved that he is hiassed,

The Minister for Agriculture: Ts this a
public house argument now?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: No, it is not, al-
though tie backyard of 3 puablie house
might be a better place for the Minister
than here.

The Minister for Aprieulture; This is a
pothousze debate.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not make use of insulting lan-
guage like that.

Mr. J, H. BMITH: T would like the Gov-
ernment to reconsider the position and ap-
point a chairman ontside the pale of poli-
tics. Ia there no ove in the South-West
who knows the conditions there who vould
be appointed to the (‘ommission?

Mr. Panton: What about yourself?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not want to he
appointed on the Commission. There is
not a man on the Royal Commission who
knows anything about the agrienltural con-
ditions in the Gouth-West.

Hon, J. (unningham: What ahout Mr.
Moore?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: He is a personal
friend of mine and he has cut sleepers from
Jarrahdule te Karridale. But T do not
think Mr, Moore wonld claim to know much
about agriculture in the South-West. I
would Yike to see the Government divsolve
the Royal (ommission. I dn not eomplain
of the Parliamentary members; their ap-
pointment is in avcordance with the spirit
of party politics. PBut we shounld not have
a hiassed chairman. The Commission is
doomed to failure from the very ineeption
beeanse the pmblic know that the Commis-
sioners are biassed, The public will knuw
thnt the Commissioners were appointed to
do their duty and it will be known that the
chairman has already declared his opinicns
regarding the Sputh-West. There are some
people who are prepared to put in £100,000
in the South-West through the Milk Pro-
ducers’ Association, The scheme is practie-
ally completed. TFactories will be estab-
lished tbroughout the country, and the Gov-
ernment will not be asked to contribute a
penny-piece towards the scheme. If the
Commission ia to make nquiries throughont
the country there is a possibility of capital
being driven out of the conntry and those
factories that are so essential to the
South-West will nnt be established. TIf pri-
vate enterprige is driven out, the Royal
Commission will have to make some recom-
mendation regarding Government control,
and T do not want any more of that. T
plead with hon. members to déal with the
question apart from party polities and to
see that the wrong is righted, T say no-
thing about the honesty or integrity of the
chairman, for I believe him to be an honest
man, but he i~ hiassed and T ask the Gor-
ernment to reconsider their decision,
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes .. . .. 8
Nuooes . .. .. 26
Majority against .. 18
AYES,

Mr. Davy Mr, J. H. Smith

Mr. Dentob Mr. Taylor

Sir James Mlitchell Myr. Teesdale

Mr. North ' Mer, Richardson

(Teller.)
NoEs,

Mr. Angwin Mr, Lindsay

Mr. Chesson Mr, Lutey

Mr. Corboy Mr. Marshall

Mr. Coverley Mr., McCallum

Mr. Cunningham Mr. Millingten

Mr, Grifitbs Mr. Munsie

Mr. Heron Mr. Panton

Mr. Holmaen Mr. Sleeman

Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Thomson

Mr. E. B. Johuoston Mr. Troy

Mr. Kepnedy Mr. A. Wansbreugh

Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock

Mr. Lamond Mr. Wilson

{Telier,)

Question thus negatived.

Mouse adjourned at 10.30 pm.

Legislative Council,

Thursday, 25th Scptember, 13924,

Question : Fruit cases, prices o
Motdons: Rinderpest alnlmn, penml'.lon - P08
Tramwn. and water sopply, t.ranater to Ioul

Bill : High School com repott

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FRUIT (CASES, PRICES.

Hon, A, BURVILL asked the Colonisi
Secretary: 1, Is it a faet that the State
Sawmills charge 10s. 9d4. per dozen for
karri dump fruit cases delivered at Mt,
Barker, whereas other firms charge 9s. 6d.
for similar eases of equal quality delivered
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at the same place? If go, awwhat ig the
reason? 2, Is it a fact tbat the State
Sawmills charge more for karri than for
jarrah dump fruit cases, while other firma
charge the same price for both? If so,
what is the reason? 3, Is it a faet that
agents for the State Sawmills bave been
informed that karri dump cages are in-
creased in price above jarrah dump cases
because fruit-growers prefer karri cases?

The COLONIAL SECREETARY replied:
1, The State Sawmills charge 10s, 9d. per
dozen for karri dump fruit cases Jelivered
at Mt. Barker. The tharge made by other
firms is not known to the department. The
department’s principal clients state that
the jarrah cases supplied to Mt. Barker are
not equal im quality to the karri cases
supplied by the depariment. If there is
any difference in price this may ba
accounted for to some extent by the extra
railage necessarily paid owing to the
longer hanlage. 2, The State Sawmilly do
not supply jarrab dump cases. The de-
partment does not kuow of any other firm
cutting karri cases. 3, No.

MOTION—RINDERPEST CLAIMS,
COMPENSATION.

Hon, ¢i, POTTER (West) [4.33]: 1)

move-— '

That assuming the Federal Government
are paying the State Government only
E13,70 in satisfaction of all unsatisfied
elaims arising trom the outbreak of rin-
derpest, this House is of opinion that the
frovernment should appoint a board to in-
qucre into all elaims for compensation and
shoutd provide the balance of any sum re-
qitisite fa meet just claims as settled by
the board.

I feel impelled to move the motion if only
to strike a note of warning lest grave in-
justice be (lone to a section of the com-
munity who, in an hour of extremity, stood
between the Commonwealth and disaster.
No one who was brought within the mael-
strom of suffering caused by the outbreak
and control of rinderpest ean ever forget
the great disabilities incurred by those
people and, having a full apprec:atmn of
the facts, no one can remain indifferent to
their future welfare. Rinderpest struck
Western Australia with eveloniv force and
suddenness, Dairymen, market gardeners,
and others in the Fremantle distriet were
working at top preasure preparing for
the Christmas market when the news
possed round that a strange disease had
broken ount in a dairy herd in the vicinity
of Fremantle. In a few days there was
grave apprehension, followed by consterna-
tion when it was realised that cattle were
dving like flies, There was a great con-
flict of opinion as to whether the disease
was rinderpest. So serions was the position
that when news reached Melbourne of the



